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By Alam Zeb Khan

NCE one of the most

mfluential artists of the 20th
cent

I\ab)o I‘nmw

can imagine is
real” They
imagine it and
now they ane
making it a
n'.':hl';"l'hr
Pukhtun women
activists have
committed to
showing their
resilience and
certifying their
gradual

appearance in

the socity. Now

they have

decided 10

challenge their

slxn\i(vp"lb a
ts of

less informed
peaple living in

Afghanistan

Festival 2018,
framed by
renowned
anthropologist
and

documentary
filmmaker

Samar Minallah Khan, began on
Friday at PNCA Istamahad. ‘Cultor’
(culture in Pushtu) is founded by
activist Samar Minallah along with
other 3 co-directors (Maria Usman,
Lubea Farooq and Shandana Khan)
with a vision 10 use culture asa

powerful tool for development and
connecting people, particularly the
neglected and vul

The three day festival is uniqm'

Bl O

The festival appears to be the first ever
multicultural event being dominated by women
writers, women activists and poetesses who
provided extraordinary services by playing

role in reforming the society

for many reasons. It seems 1o be the
first ever multiculiural event being

dominated by women writers, women
activists and
efforts. The
speeches on cul
women rights, challenges 10 Pukhtun

Pakistan-Afghanistan Pukhtun Festival

Celebrating diversity and resilience

able women,

ess with undaunted
1 comprises.
al diversities,

women, Art exhibition, Attan dance,
songs froe some leading Pashtu
singers and many more.

Apart from Khyber Pakheunkhwa

 gathering will be
l\vwm«i by
women activist

The festival has a major
representation from Afghanistan,
where leading social and women
activists Palwasha Hasan (Founder
of Afghan Women Activist) , Semin
Qusmi (women rights activist) and
Zakia Wardak (President of The

_ and FATA the

from
Balochistan
Gincluding

will be able to
listen to Afshan
Afridi, an
activist fighting
for the rights of
women in
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.
Anol
promincnt voice
and founding
member of Khor
(acronym of
Khwando
Himmat and
R.mla e sistery”
werment
awarencss)
from Kumam
Agency Dr
Noreen Nascer
will highlight

ber struggle for
the
empowerment of

In conversation with sociologist Immanuel Wallerstein

‘Marx is eminently worth discovering’

By Marcello Musto

anest living socko . He is currently a

jor Rescarch Scholar at Yale University, New
Haven - USA, He has authored e than 30 books,
which have been translsted imo several nguages.
Among them is The Modemn Woeld-System,
published in four volumes betwoen 1974 and 2011
Marcello Musto is Associate Professor of
Sociological Theory at York University, Toconto -
Canada. He has suthored and edited several books
o0 Maax, includisg Karl Marx's Grundrisse
(Rowthedge, 2008). Marx for Today (Rostlodge,
2012); Workers Usite! (Bloomsbary, 2014) 2ad the
Tatest Another Marx (Blocenbury, 2018).

30 years after the end of the so-called ‘actually
existing socialism’, there continued to be
publications, debates and conferences all around the
an the contemporary relevance of Karl Marx.
this sarprising? Or do yeu believe that Marx's
ideas will continue to hold relevance for those who
are looking for un sMcrnative (0 capitalism?
There i an old story sbout Marx: you throw him
out the from dooe and he sacaks in through the rear
window. That is what happencd once agan, Mark is
relevant because we have 10 deal with 1ssues about
which he still has 4 lot 10 say and because what be
satidd s different from what most other authon
angucd abowt capitatism. Many cobamnists snd
scholars « mot only myself - fied Marx extremely
uweful and today Be is in onc of his new popalarity
phascs, dospite what was predicted in 1989,

I MMANUEL Wallerstein is considered onc of the

The fall of the Berlin Wall liberated Marx from
the chains of an ideology that had little to do
with his conception of sockety. The political
Iandscape following the implasion of the Soviet
Union helped to free Marx from the role of
figurchead for a state apparatus, What ks it
about Marx’s interpretation of the world that
continwes to garmer attention?
1 belicwe that when people thi
imerpretation of the world i one concept they think
1o “class straggle’. When 1 read Marx i light of the
peesent s, for me chs struggle means the
nocessary struggle of what 1 call the Glotal Left -
who | believe endeavour to represent the botzom 80
per cent of the woeld’s population by income -
against the Glodal Right - which represents maybe |
per cent of the population. The strugghe is over the
other 19 per cent. It is about how 0 get them 10
come ceto your side, rather than the other. We live in
an cma of strectural crisis of the workd system, The
existing capitalist system cannot survive, bet nobody
can know for sure what will replace it. [am
convinced that there ane two possibifities: one is what
1 calll the "Spirie of Daves’, The goal of the Workl
Ecomoenic Forem of Daves is to establish a system
vlul intains the worst features of u|n|.|lnm social
crarchy, cxploitation and, above all, polarsation of
m- wealth. The altemative s 2 system that meast be
meee democratic and more cgalitarian, Cliss struggle
s the fundameesal attempt to affect the future of
what will replace capitalisem.
Your reflection on the middle class reminds me of
Antonio Gramsci's idea of hegemony but 1 think the
point is al 0 understand how 1o motivase the mass
of people, the 80 per cent you mentioned, to
participute in politics. This is particularly urgent in
the so-called global Souh, where the majoeity of the
workl's popakation & concentrated, and wheee, in the
pent docads, despite the dramatic increare of
produced by capitalien, progrssive
movements have bocome much weaker than they
were previously. In these regioes, the opposition to
neoliberal glotulisation b boen channcled into
support for religous fundamestalisms and
xenaphabi partics, We are increasirgly secing this
phenomence arise in Furope a well

of Marx's

The question is dees Marx us understand this
e scenario? Recently pablished studies have
murpnu-n of Marx that might

Nl In opening of other ‘rear windows' in the
futur, 10 use your ey, reveal an
author whe extended his examination of the
contrudictions of capitalist society beyond the
conflict between capital and kabour te other
domains. In fact, Marx devoted a lot of his time to
the study of non-Earopean sexcieties and the
destructive role of cobonialism on the periphery of

capitalism. Cansistently, contrury fo
that equate Marx'* of
M«l with the dntbﬂmﬂ! of pn‘uﬂm‘
jical concerns figured promincatly in
hn work. Finally, he was widely interested in
several other that scholars often ignore
when they !.lll ubout Marx. Among Ih- there

ownership uncoatrolied by the stute and the need
Tor individual frecdom in contemporary socicty:
all fundansental issues of our times. But beside
these wew Faces of Marx - which suggest (hat the
rencwed interest im his thought is a phenomenon
destined to continue in the coming years - could
you indicate three of Marx's most ised
Ideas that you beficve are worth being

Wallerstein thinks
recently-published studies
have offered new
interpretations of Marx
that might result in
opening of other 'rear
windows' in the future

recomsidered today?
First of all, Mare explained o s betser than anybody
fh that capitalism is ot the natural way of
sacicty. In The Poverty of Phiksophy’,

.‘h::fu.-n e was caly 29 years old, he already
nn-c\ ad boungeats political economists who
that capitalist relagions ‘are natural laws, independent
of the mfluence of time’. Marx wrote that for them
“there bas boen history, since in the institutions of
feudalism we find quise different relations of
production from those of bosngeois sockety”™, but that
they did not apply hissary to Ihr nme of production
they suppoeied they represe 1 s
nareral and ctemal ln my huul. llwm‘.nl
(‘mm\ 1 tried %0 make the point that capitalism
i whart his oxccurred historically, as opposed 10 some
vague and unchar iea cspoused by some political
cconomists. | angued several tioses that there is no
capitalism that is not historical capitalisan. It is a
simple a that for me and we owe a kit 10 Marxy.
Sccondly, | want 1 stress the impontance of the
concept of ‘primitive accumukition’, meaning the
dispossessian of the peacantry froe their land which
was at the foundation of capitalism. Marx understood
very well that it was a key process of comstituting the
domination of bourpeoisse. It was there a the
hqumnr of capitalism and it ill exisss todsy
Fisally, I 'would inviee greater refloction oo the
subject ‘private property and commism’. In the
system established in the Soviet Union - in
particular under Stalim - the stasc-owned the

R’\vprm but it did not mean that people were not
exploited or epprossed. They were. Talking of
Socialism in one country, as Stalin did, wis also
something that never entered amybody's mind,
inclading Marx, before that period. Public
ownership of the means of production is one
possibility, They cam ako be cooperatively owned
But we have o know who is producing and who is
receiving the surplus value if we want 10 establish &
better socicty, That has 10 be cntirely roorganized,
compared to capitalism, It is the key question to me,

The year 2018 marks the bicetenary of Mary's
birth and new books and movies have
dedicated to his life. Is there a period of his
biography that you find mast interesting?
Mars hod a very difficelt life. He strugglod with
severe personal poverty and he was lecky 10 bave o
comrade like Fradrich Engels who helped him
survive, Marx did not have an casy hife ensctionally
oo and his persisence in trying to do what be thought
of a his lifc’s work - the undenstanding of the way in
which capitalism operates - was admirable. This 5
what be saw himself doing. Marx did mot wamt o
explain antiquity, nor define what socialism in the
future would leok like. These were not the tasks he
ot for himself, He wanted w0 understand the
capitalist world in which he was livieg.
For all his ife, Marx was mot merely  schokir
inalated g the books of Loadon’s Britah
Muscum, but always a militat revolutionary
involved in the straggles of bis epoch. Due o his
activism, he was expelled from France, Belgium and
Gem in his youth, He was also forced 1o go into
exile in England when the revolutions of 1848 were
defeated. He peomotod newspapers and josmals and
always supporied kibour movements in all the ways
e could. Later, from 1864 10 1872, he became the
leader of the International Working Men's
the fisst L 1
working class and, in 1871, defended the Paris
Commune, the fisst socialist experiment in history,
Yo it s true. It is oo 1o remember Marx's
walancy. As you recently highightad in the vlume
‘Workers Unie, he had an extrondimary role in the
Internationnl, an organisation of peophke who were
phiysically distant from cach other, af  ime when
mochanisms of casy communication did not exist
Marx's political activity alo involved joumalim. He
carmicd that oo theough much of his life, as a way of
commmanicating o a langer audbence. He worked s
Joumalist 1 get s mcoms, bt he saw his coneribusions
s a politicad activity. He had ot any sense of being
noutral. He was always a committod pumalit.

In 2017, en the occasion of the 100th
anniversary of Russian Revolution, seme
scholars returned o the contrast between Mary
and some of his self-styled followers who were
in power during the 20th century. What is the
main difference between Mary and them?
Marx’s writings arc illuminating and much more
subtke and variegated than some of the simplistic
interpectations of his ideas. It is always goed to
bet the fansous boutadk in which Marx
f this is Marxism, what i certain is that |
m not a Marxist™. Marx was always ready to
with the re: of the world, net like many
oehers who dogmatically impased their views,
Marx changed his mind often, He was constastly
o the search for solstions 10 the problems he
saw that the world was facing. That Is why he is
still a very belpful and eseful guide.

of the

To conclude, what weuld you like to say to the
younger generation who have not yet
encountered Marx?
The first thing | have 10 sy 10 young peope is that
they have 1o read him. Do not read about him, but
read Mar. Few poople - in comparison with the
many who talks ahout him - actually read Marx.
That is also troe of Adsm Smith. Generally, one
caly reads about these classics. People leamn abost
them through others peaple’s ssmmary. They want
o save time but, actually, that is a waste of time!
One must read imteresting people and Marx is the
st interesting scholar of the 19th and 2
centuries. There is no question about that. No cee
s equal o him in serms of the number of things be
wrote about, noe for the quality of his analysis. So,
ry message (o the mew generation is that Marx is
emincntly worth discovering but you must read,
read, read him. Read Karl Marx!

Afghan Samoon Socicty) will brief
the audience with their tremendoas
role they contributed to the society

and excelled in their respective
ficlds, Arzo Ziarat Wal and
Haseena Gull are among the leading
poetess to express their thoughts on
the struggle and role of Pakhtun
women in society through their

enchanting verses.
Fortunately, the event is in
progress at a time when the Noble

Pakistan will fucl a fresh impetus.
among these activists 10 bolster their
struggle and reconnect 1
bonds being
indigenous 1o them.
It will remind them

woman who is the
2 creator of Tappa’,
the oldest and most
popalar geare of
Pashto poctry,
whereby mothers,
sisters, wives and
others were
sdmiring and
remembering their

By giving space
to the female
activists ¢

e velotle el
. the volatile region.

The event also aims
10 promote
education and
cmpowerment of
women, Gathering
of women activists
under the same roof
with a view to find
out solutions to the
underlying
cha |Ih~|‘n\ is
cxpected to
inculcate a ray of
hope amang the neglocted and

peace prize winner and inspiration
deprived women of the region.

of all the participant women

activists, Malala Yousafzai, is
already in town for the first time
after being shot injured by mi
in Swat in 2012, Her presence in

The writer is @ senior journalist
ants based i Istamabad and can be

reached at hellozebigmail coms

Visual delight

‘River in an ocean’
— a show of

active resistance

By Saulat Ajmal

. IVER in an Oceant’, a visual
Rnh.)-um held e o is
inspiration from the lulr l.ah
Rukh’s work of the same name. Abdullah
Qureshi, Natasha Malik and Sair, An\m B
adviser, curated g show of active resistance
and resilience, drwing from Lala Rukh's
lifelong commitment to fighting for gender
equality and discrimination against women
and minoritics and how artists are dealing
with these concerns 1c
The exhibi
thon stans with o
false fagade on

confronsed with a sculpture by Seyhe
Quyum, hack lit by the windows and
standing eight feet high. Th
wire mesh, female to olding a metal
crown over her head and sporting a metal
dress with Islamic patterns painted on it,
show a dominance of the female form, but
the dress holds the torso totally restricted.
In contrast, Rabila Kidwai, Vidha Saumya,
Zahra Ehsan and Amra Khan's small
sculptures and delicate works oo poy
boldly confront the issues of female sexu-
ality and perceptions of the female

Aziz Sohail,
Maha Ahmed,
Fiza Khatri,

Anushka Rustomji and Zara

vetidne sy Asghar’s performances of ;‘:ﬁ[‘q",‘f““
e i loitering and Noor-us- o Sl
i Sabah’s engagement with e i,
i o . certain public spaces bring to {i2™"
ring ho e Mt attention the fact that ~ Sorde,.
St Tesistance against women and iyl
e seend % minorities exists even today s

sounds from the

first door on the right Jeads you into a
room installation with Lali Khalid's pro-
jections on multiple, ripped screens chal
lenging the viewer 10 align the image
through movement as it talks about inmi-
gration and fluidity of identity. All the
while Ujala Hayat's sound pieces and pho-
tographs dealing with issucs of prognanc

and inbabitation of the female body, in the

plexity of identi

ty through not just the peoposed
male/female dichotomy but also through
an investigation of the self and the intima
cy of their relationshigs.

Anushka Rustomji and Zara Asghar's
performance of loitering and Noor-us-
Sabuh’s engagement with certain public
spaces brings to atiention the resistance
against women and minoritics 10 cven
exist in these areas without ‘reason’”

While Faraz Amer, Rehan Bashir and
Gillian Rhodes broaght in their own acts
of resistance in the form of music and
dance performances, Natashs Jozi end
Sarah Munvaz activated the body and
quest the spectatorship of the body in
pablic view.

In wl\frml' g issues of identity, gen-

The second projection room holds
videos by Farsam Zafar and Waleed Zafar,
playing on the idea of intimacy in public
spaces, while Hilde Krohn uses found
materials on public websites, creating a
narrative that points out the perverse in
<ociety throagh innocent moments of inse
“':;J Zulfikar Ali Bhutto on the other

presents a phantasmagorical video of
overthrowing western imperialism through
a fictitious queer rebellion.
Walking into the larger hall, we arc

ity thes
focecs of both e personal and the politi
cal, making the show show un act of
resistance in itself.



