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NOW  AND  AGAIN  

A
famous American T.V. series
called ‘Dynasty’ kept viewers
spellbound in the 1970s. But
our dynasty drama in real-life

politics is much more complex. 
Dynastic politics is usually pre-

sumed to be the antithesis of democ-
racy. The paradox in India is that most
of these regional satraps have
emerged and co-exist in a democracy. 

Seventy-five years ago, India
broke ties with the British monarch
yielding to another form of dynastic
rule. 

It is amongst the many political
evils in the Indian democratic setup
where most parties are being run like
family enterprises. The Nehru-Gand-
hi family is a classic example of such
control. Of the 50 political parties
with representation in Parliament or
assemblies, except a handful like the
Communist parties, all others are
dynasty-driven.

Many political dynastic families
have emerged from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari. The Abdullahs and the
Muftis in Kashmir, the Badals in Pun-
jab, the Rajes in Rajasthan and Mad-
hya Pradesh, the Yadavs in Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar, the Patnaiks in
Odisha, the Gogois in Assam, the
Gowdas in Karnataka, the Raos and
the Reddys in Telengana and Andhra
Pradesh, the Sorens in Jharkhand,
and the Chautalas and Hoodas in
Haryana - all co-exist in a democracy.
The larger-than-life leaders lure the
voter with their charisma and articu-
lation and co-exist. However, not all

groomed their political heirs. Strong
leaders like M.G Ramachandran of
Tamil Nadu or N.T.Rama Rao of unit-
ed Andhra Pradesh adopted the atti-
tude of “after me the deluge.” 

If the Congress-free and corrup-
tion-free India were winning BJP slo-
gans in the last two Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the narrative for 2024 would be
“dynast-free Bharat”. The party has
identified eight prominent families
that dominate state politics nation-
wide. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
strong aversion to dynastic politics
has been well known since he took
over as the Gujarat chief minister. He
has raised the pitch against political
dynasties since he assumed charge
as Prime Minister in 2014. 

He thinks dynastic politics is not
good in a democracy as it enables

only leaders with solid connections
to succeed. It discourages young and
new talents from coming forward. A
dynast occupies the position auto-
matically simply because she or he
belongs to the ruling family. 

During the BJP’s 42nd founda-
tion day in April, Modi observed,
“There are still two kinds of politics in
this country. One is the politics of
family devotion, and the other is
committed to patriotism.” He clari-
fied, “When I say dynastic parties, I
do not mean to say that more than
one person from one family shouldn’t
enter politics.” But parties run by a
family one generation after another
are “a threat to a healthy democracy.”

But, the BJP is not alien to
dynastic politics. Critics point out
that this does not seem to apply to
dynasts such as Jyotiraditya Scindia,

Piyush Goyal, Dharmendra Pradhan,
Anurag Thakur, and Kiren Rijiju – all
Cabinet ministers in the Modi gov-
ernment. Nor can it apply to BJP’s
chief ministers such as Basavaraj
Bommai of Karnataka or Pema Khan-
du of Arunachal Pradesh.

Modi has realised that the real
threat to the BJP’s expansion comes
from the family-ruled regional par-
ties, not the Congress. Therefore,
weakening the provincial czars would
be Modi’s next big project before
2024. Besides Telangana, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Tripura, Karnataka, Chhat-
tisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram,
and Rajasthan will hold Assembly
elections in 2023. 

After conquering the northeast,
the BJP is eying the Southern states,
as the party has been unable to sell
the Hindutva ideology in the South.

The BJP is targeting to weaken Telan-
gana Rashtra Samithi’s K. Chan-
drashekar Rao, Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy in Andhra Pradesh, M.K.Stalin
in Tamil Nadu, and Pinarayi Vijayan
in Kerala in order to make  inroads
in the South. 

The BJP currently has just four
MLAs in Tamil Nadu (riding piggy-
back on the AIADMK) and none in
Andhra Pradesh or Kerala. In Telan-
gana, it has three MLAs, seats it won
on its own steam. 

Family-oriented parties choose
their kith and kin to succeed because
they feel they are more an asset than
a liability. They find it easy to install
family members and train them to
take over when they die. 

Dynastic families have three
advantages - name capital, cultural
capital, and financial capital.

Secondly, parties prefer candi-
dates from political families because
of their influence in the province. 

Thirdly, regional satraps have
realised that establishing family rule
gives them loyalty and confidence. 

It’s premature to expect the end
of political dynasties as it may take a
while, and people are stuck with the
dynasts. The present-day leaders are
not ashamed of projecting their fam-
ily members as political heirs.
Though the BJP wants a dynast-
mukth Bharat, as long as dynasts can
attract voters with a coherent narra-
tive and possess the ability to con-
vince them, they will hold on to their
fiefdoms.

MARCELLO MUSTO

I
taly’s government of national unity
led by “technician” Mario Draghi
has imploded due to political
divisions that the former president

of the European Central Bank could
no longer contain.

Few know that, among the many
topics to which he devoted his inter-
est, Marx also dealt with the critique
of the so-called ‘technical govern-
ment’. As a contributor to the New
York Tribune, one of the widest cir-
culated dailies of his time, Marx
observed the political and institu-
tional developments that led to one
of the first technical governments in
history: the Earl of Aberdeen cabinet
that lasted from December 1852 to
January 1855.

Marx’s reports stood out for their
perceptiveness and sarcasm. The
Times celebrated the events that
occurred in 1852 as a sign that Britain
was at the beginning of a time ‘in
which party spirit is to fly from the
earth, and genius, experience, indus-
try and patriotism are to be the sole
qualifications for office’. The London-
based newspaper called on ‘men of
every class of opinion’ to rally behind
the new government because ‘its
principles command universal assent
and support’. Similar arguments were
used in February 2021, when Mario
Draghi, the former President of the
European Central Bank, became
Prime Minister of Italy.

In the 1853 article, A Superannu-
anted Administration: Prospect of the
Coalition Ministry, Marx had scoffed
at the viewpoint of The Times. What
the major British newspaper found
so modern and enthralling was for
him sheer farce. When The Times
announced ‘a ministry composed
entirely of new, young and promis-
ing characters’, Marx mused that ‘the
world will certainly be not a little
puzzled to learn that the new era in
the history of Great Britain is to be
inaugurated by all but used-up octo-
genarians’.

Alongside the judgments of indi-
viduals there were others, of greater
interest, concerning their policies:

‘We are promised the total disap-
pearance of party warfare, nay even
of parties themselves’, Marx noted.
‘What is the meaning of The Times?’
The question is unfortunately all too
topical today, in a world where the
rule of capital over labour has
become as feral as it was in the mid-
dle of the nineteenth century. The
separation between economics and
politics, that differentiates capitalism
from previous modes of production,
has reached a highest point. Eco-
nomics not only dominates politics,
setting its agenda and shaping its
decisions, but lies outside its juris-
diction and democratic control – to
the point where a change of govern-
ment no longer changes the direc-
tions of economic and social policy.
They must be immutable.

In the last thirty years, the pow-
ers of decision-making have passed
from the political to the economic
sphere. Partisan policy options have
been transformed into economic
imperatives which disguise a highly
political and reactionary project
behind an ideological mask of apo-
litical expertise.  This shunting of
parts of the political sphere into the
economy, as a separate domain
impervious to change, involves the
gravest threat to democracy in our
times. National parliaments, already
drained of representative value by
skewed electoral systems and author-
itarian revisions of the relationship
between executive and legislature,
find their powers taken away and
transferred to the ‘market’.  Standard
& Poor’s ratings and the Wall Street

index – these mega-fetishes of con-
temporary society – carry incompa-
rably more weight than the will of the
people. At best, a political govern-
ment can ‘intervene’ in the economy
(sometimes, the ruling classes need
to mitigate the destructive anarchy
of capitalism and its violent crises),
but they cannot call into question its
rules and fundamental choices.

A prominent representative of
this policy was former Italian Prime
Minister Draghi, for 17 months lead-
ing a very broad coalition including
the Democratic Party, his longtime
enemy Silvio Berlusconi, the pop-
ulists of the Five Star Movement and
the far-right Northern League party.
Behind the facade of the term ‘tech-
nical government’ – or as they say of
the ‘government of the best’ or the

‘government of all the talents’ – we
can make out a suspension of politics.

In recent years, it has come to be
argued that new elections should not
be granted after a political crisis; pol-
itics should hand over the whole con-
trol to economics.  In an article of
April 1853, Achievements of the Min-
istry, Marx wrote that ‘the Coalition
(“technical”) Ministry represents
impotency in political power’. Gov-
ernments no longer discuss which
economic orientation to take. Now
economic orientations bring about
the birth of governments.

In recent years, in Europe the
neoliberal mantra has repeated that,
to restore market ‘confidence’, it was
necessary to proceed rapidly down
the road of ‘structural reforms’, an
expression now used as a synonym
for social devastation: in other words,
wage cuts, attacks on workers’ rights
over hiring and firing, increases in
the pension age, and large-scale pri-
vatization. The new ‘technical gov-
ernments’, headed by individuals
with a background in some of the
economic institutions most respon-
sible for the economic crisis have
gone down this path – claiming to do
this ‘for the good of the country’ and
‘the well-being of future generations’.
Moreover, the economic power and
the mainstream media have attempt-
ed to silence anyone who has raised a
discordant voice.

As of today, Draghi is no longer
the Italian Prime Minister. His major-
ity has imploded because of the too-
different policies of the parties that
supported him, and Italy will go to
early elections on September 25. If
the Left is not to disappear, it must
also have the courage to propose the
radical policies necessary to address
the most urgent contemporary
issues, starting from the ecological
crisis. The last people who can carry
out a program of social transforma-
tion and redistribution of wealth are
the ‘technicians’ – actually very polit-
ical – like banker Mario Draghi. He
will not be missed.

The writer is Professor of Sociology, 
York University, Canada.
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AACCRROOSSSS
1 Manure is brown with

a little bit of green (4)
3 Time with number

one is precious (4)
6 Producer of fine yarn

is hit in US city (5)
10 Speak hoarsely due to

working underground
(9)

11 Extremist heart
lugubrious
revolutionary conceals
(5)

12 Paper handkerchiefs
start to trigger
problems (7)

13 Add to henna spread

on skin of cattle (7)
14 Storage area graduate

force constructs (4)
16 One about to follow a

court battle (6)
18 A record peak (3)
21 Fairy tale creature is

regularly well-off (3)
22 We lost various little

birds (6)
23 Put up with trimmed

facial hair (4)
25 Mass of loose rock by

church causes awful
din (7)

27 Saw leader of Spain
shot (7)

29 Person with title

below queen (not
Duke) (5)

30 Rascal and constant
collaborator
surrounded by ill-
gotten gains (9)

31 Relinquish product (5)
32 First lady gets new

uniform (4)
33 Germany gets

agreement to
produce chemicals for
fabric industry (4)

DDOOWWNN
1 Questionable resting

place up on a board
(9)

2 Provokes first of naval
rescue vessels (5)

4 Wrongly claim wish is
fanciful (9)

5 Bird of prey skinned
dogs (5)

6 Roughly hauling keg
finally splitting one’s
sides (8)

7 Annoyed about
number mutants
regularly decline (9)

8 A foundation that’s
humble (5)

9 Try returning in public
transport that’s
rubbish (5)

15 Relation of inclination

not quiet (9)
17 Lacking will to remove

bit of rubble from US
highway (9)

19 Additional note about
diagram represented
good examples (9)

20 Scruffy road edge
revamped (3-5)

24 Lines taken in glee
provide fun trip (5)

25 White present found
in Seychelles (5)

26 Own way to replace
velocity for speed (5)

28 Bronzed volunteers
won heart of 
Kenyan (5)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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End of Italy’s government
explained by Karl Marx

N J RAVI CHANDER

Bengaluru’s Fraser Town of yore was a
charming place adorned with colonial-era
bungalows (called 'monkey-tops'), beauti-
ful, well-laid-out gardens and leafy avenues.
I still remember the thrill of being ferried in a
horse tonga or cycle-rickshaw. So, when our
ancestral home on Maiganda Deva Mudaliar
Road came down to make way for a high-
rise monster, we lost another link with our
past. 

Among my earliest memories was the
pine tree that fronted the house. Decked
with serial lights, it turned into a showstop-
per during Christmas and New Year. We also
had drumstick, curry tree, butter fruit, cus-
tard, sweetsop, citron and guava - the last-
named being our favourite. We had a pas-
sion for climbing trees from school days and
spent hours frolicking on the treetops -
something alien to today's generation. Flow-
ering shrubs lined the compound wall, tin-
gling our olfactory senses.

Monkeys would raid the trees when the
guava trees were in fruit, and we had our
hands full keeping them at bay. But we rel-
ished the primates' antics and applauded
when they pouched the fruits tossed to
them. Some would sneak into the rooms and
decamp with eatables. Squirrels, bats, and
parrots also feasted on the guavas and often
left a messy trail. 

A small stone pathway led us to the
bungalow, where a sepia-tinted photograph
of my parents greeted us. A Belgium-made,
circular mirror embellished the wall on the
left. The patio led into the central living
room, adorned with a vintage clock, sports
trophies, and war memorabilia. The most
precious was the battle sword, and the
'Order of British India' (First Class) conferred
on my paternal grandfather, M
Narayanaswamy, by the British rulers. 

Framed paintings adorned the walls,
and the windows had plain vertical iron bars
covered with a wire mesh. A pretty teakwood
box, Burma teak trunk and an ornate rose-
wood dressing table - all relics from my
grandparents' days - embellished the rooms.
Neighbours, friends and relatives would hop
in to chat - a favourite pastime then - and
mother would rustle up tasty snacks for
them in a jiffy.

Besides portraits of Hindu deities and
archaic oil lamps, the pooja room displayed
the photo frames of long-dead ancestors and
a steel trunk housing gardening tools. The
sanctum sanctorum also doubled up as a
meditation room, and a few moments spent
here helped calm frayed nerves.

Dad pressed our clothes using a vintage
coal-fired iron box and a broad wooden
table. The lengthy colonial-era shoe stand,
brass and copper vessels and rice-pounder
in the backroom were relics from a bygone
era. A copper boiler fuelled with dry twigs
and coconut shells dominated the bathing
rituals. We raised fowls in the backyard, pro-
viding the family with a steady supply of
eggs or meat. Finally, a makeshift shed
passed as the sleeping quarters for the fami-
ly's pet dogs, and after they passed on, the
compound became their last resting place.

Scores of sparrows trilled and flitted
around the house merrily. We pampered
them with grains but had no clue they would
become extinct one day. The monkey-top
roofs topped with Mangalore tiles offered
them the ideal setting to build nests or raise
a family. One of dad's favourite pastimes was
tossing chapati pieces (Indian flatbread) to
the crows and ravens. Those were the days,
and I still cherish those beautiful moments
spent in our humble paradise.

CAN TITLES BE PURCHASED?
To The Editor Of The Statesman
SIR, - Lieut.-Colonel Page Croft is one of

the comparatively few members of the
British House of Commons who can fairly
and frankly make the statement which was
published in the Statesman. He is a member
of Parliament who says what he thinks for
the good of his country and not for notoriety
or to obtain honours. All that Colonel Page
Croft says is so logical and true that it will be
difficult for those to whom he refers to raise
any objection. Those to whom he does not
refer can do much good if they support his
argument and carry it still further in order
that British politics may not lose their posi-
tion of high esteem in international circles.
Selling baronetcies, knighthoods, and orders
to profiteers who have made fortunes out of
the nation while better men were risking and
losing their lives in the Navy, Army will make
honours of the same order, perform some
civil work of outstanding merit for the nation.

JOHN NORMAN.
Calcutta.

CAUTION TO MOTORISTS
To The Editor Of The Statesman
SIR, - The motoring public in Calcutta

should take warning that police traps are
now operative after dark on roads near the
Cathedral where, owing to lack of traffic, the
development of considerable pace would
appear permissible even to the most careful
driver. According to the letter of the Motor
Vehicles Act the action of the Calcutta police
is ultra vires, since consideration must be
had of “all the circumstance of the case,
including the nature, condition and use of
the place, and the amount of traffic which
actually is at the time, or which might rea-
sonably be expected to be, in the place.” It
appears that a display of energy against tech-
nical offenders on an empty road is for some
purposes more effective than a serious effort
to make life safe in Chowringhee and check
the abuses which are still perpetrated on
every side by the road-hog, true genus.

OWNER-DRIVER.
Calcutta.

100  YEARS  AGO

POLITICAL  DIARY  | KALYANI  SHANKAR

TThhoossee  wweerree  tthhee  ddaayyss

Targeting dynasties will be BJP’s narrative


