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Course Syllabus


This course examines the development of some of the most significant international social movements, with a special focus on the labor movement, from the end of the Ancien Régime in 1789 to today. It analyzes the social movements that contributed to the French Revolution, the Paris Commune, the birth of the Soviet Union, the Cultural Revolution in China, and the student movement of 1968 in France, among many other topics and events across the 19th, 20th, and 21st centuries. These social movements will be critically analyzed through the principal theoretical documents written by their leading leaders and intellectuals, as well as through the examination of their practical forms of organization and development.


Course Requirements

Class Participation

Attendance and informed participation at all class meetings is not only strongly recommended but required. Students are expected to attend class regularly, to complete the assigned readings on time, and to participate actively in class discussion. Participation will be marked for both attendance and quality of participation.

Midterm Exam

A midterm exam will be held on October 20 at the regular class time. The exam will last 90 minutes and it will involve both multiple choice and short answer drawn from the readings assigned until that date. 
Students who miss a test will not be offered the opportunity to write an additional assignment. All students who require extra accommodation for either tests or assignments are responsible for consulting with the York University office in charge of alternate exam/test.
The Midterm marks will be available before the last date to drop the course without receiving a grade. Avoid Plagiarism (see Senate Policy on Academic Honesty).

Presentation

Starting from Class 4 (October 6), with the exception of classes 5 (October 20) and 12 (December 8), each student will be required to give a 10/15-minute presentation (not less than 10, not more than 15). The presentations will be scheduled in alphabetical order (from A to Z - according to surnames of all the students of the class) and will be focused on the topics to be discussed in class. Students are also expected to bring additional content drawn from the additional readings and other texts recommended by the instructor. The presentation schedule, which includes the title of each presentation, will be posted on E-class. Students who will miss the presentation (20% of course evaluation) will not be offered the opportunity to do the presentation on another date.

A good presentation is essential for stimulating discussion in class and critical thinking. Therefore, please avoid reading directly from a written text, favoring instead a more natural delivery that keeps the audience engaged. Presentations should:

· present some of the main arguments of the sociologist(s) of the week;
· identify the key questions and controversies raised by the readings;
· critically analyze the texts (e.g., what are the limitations of the positions expressed in the readings?);
· conclude with two discussion questions for the rest of the class to debate.

Avoid Plagiarism (see Senate Policy on Academic Honesty). Presentations created with the aid of artificial intelligence will not be accepted — that is, presentations in which students read a text they did not write themselves, or present a PowerPoint that does not indicate the sources from which the summarized ideas were drawn, etc.

Final Exam

The Final exam will be held on December 8. Students will be required to respond to 3 questions focused on the readings, in a maximum of 90 minutes. More details on the format of the exam will be provided during the course.

Access to Course Readings

The access to all the required readings will be provided with a link at the beginning of the course. Recommended readings are mostly available on-line and also available in hard copy at Scott library.


Course Evaluation


	Class Participation
	25%

	Midterm Exam
	25%

	Presentation
	20%

	Final Exam
	30%



Schedule of Classes and Readings


Class 1 – September 15: 	Introduction 

Recommended Readings: 

Eric Hobsbawm, The Age of Revolution 1789-1848, Chapter 1: “The World in the 1780s, and Chapter 2: “The Industrial Revolution”, and “Map”, New York: Vintage Books, 2010, pp. 7-52 and 309-320.
 
https://libcom.org/files/Eric%20Hobsbawm%20-%20Age%20Of%20Revolution%201789%20-1848.pdf


Class 2 – September 22:	French Revolution and Early Socialism

Required Readings: 

George Rudé, The Crowd in History 1730-1848, Chapter 6: “The French Revolution: (1) The Political Riot” and Chapter 8: “The French Revolution: (3) The Labor Dispute”, London: Lawrence and Wishart, 1985, pp. 93-108 and pp. 123-134.

Additional Readings: 
Carl Landauer, European Socialism, Chapter 1: “The Three Anticapitalistic Movements”, (sections 1-5), Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1959, pp. 21-59.

Class 3 – September 29:		Democracy, Anti-Caste Movements, and India’s New Left Agenda

With the special participation of Dr. Geetha V. (Editor of Tara Books, Chennai, India). This class will take place between 5:00 and 7:00 pm and will take place at Ross Building, Room: Ross Building South 802.

Required Readings: 

Gail Omvedt, Reinventing Revolution: New Social Movements and the Socialist Tradition in India, Chapter 3: “The Anticaste Movement”, London: Routledge, 2019, pp. 47-75. 

Additional Readings: 

Geetha V, Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar and the Question of Socialism in India, London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2021. 

Geetha V, Undoing Impunity: Speech after Sexual Violence, New Delhi: Zubaan, 2016.


Class 4 – October 6:	Paris Commune		

Required Readings: 

Marcello Musto, The Paris Commune is still a Beacon for Radical Change, Jacobin, 2021, online. 

https://www.jacobinmag.com/2021/03/paris-commune-radical-change-history-revolution

Karl Marx, “The Commune of Paris”, in Marcello Musto (ed.), Workers Unite! The International 150 Years Later, New York: Bloomsbury, 2014, pp. 211-26.

https://marcellomusto.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Marcello-Musto-The-Workers-Unite_-The-International-150-Years-Later-Bloomsbury-Academic-2014.pdf

Additional Readings and Documentaries: 

Prosper Olivier Lissagaray, History of the Paris Commune of 1871 [1876], London: Verso Books, 2012.

https://www.marxists.org/history/france/archive/lissagaray/

Peter Watkins, La commune (Paris, 1871), France, 345 min.


October 13: Reading Week – No Class


Class 5 – October 20:	International Workingmen’s Association

The second part of the class will be devoted to the Midterm Exam.

Required Readings: 

Marcello Musto (ed.), Workers Unite! The International 150 Years Later, “Introduction”, London–New York: Bloomsbury, 2014, pp. 1-24. 

https://marcellomusto.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Marcello-Musto-The-Workers-Unite_-The-International-150-Years-Later-Bloomsbury-Academic-2014.pdf	

Additional Readings: 

Marcello Musto (ed.), Workers Unite! The International 150 Years Later, “Documents”, New York: Bloomsbury, 2014, pp. 1-80.

https://marcellomusto.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Marcello-Musto-The-Workers-Unite_-The-International-150-Years-Later-Bloomsbury-Academic-2014.pdf


Class 6 – October 27:	Russian Revolution and the Soviets

Required Readings: 

Victor Serge, Year One of the Russian Revolution, in particular Chapter 1: “From Serfdom to Proletarian Revolution”, and Chapter 2: “The Insurrection of 25 October 1917”, Chicago: Haymarket Books, 2015.

https://www.marxists.org/archive/serge/1930/year-one/index.htm
Vladimir I. Lenin, All the Power to the Soviets!, Marxist.org, 2000, online.

https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1917/jul/18.htm
Additional Readings: 

John Reed, Ten Days that Shook the World, Marxist.org, 2000, online 

https://www.marxists.org/archive/reed/1919/10days/10days/index.htm


Class 7 – November 3:	Against War and Militarism

Required Readings: 

Marcello Musto, War and the Left: Considerations on a Chequered History, Critical Sociology, vol. 48, 2022, n. 4: pp. 569-581.

https://marcellomusto.org/war-and-the-left/

Lawrence S. Wittner, Confronting the Bomb: A short history of the world nuclear disarmament movement, Chapter 2: “The Rise of Popular Protest, 1945-1953”, Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2009, pp. 9-28.

Additional Readings:

April Carter, Peace Movements: International protest and world politics since 1945, London: Longman, 1992.

Charles Chatfield and Robert Kleidman, The American peace movement: Ideals and activism, New York: Maxwell Macmillan International, 1992.

Lawrence S. Wittner, The Struggle Against the Bomb: Volume One, One World or None: A History of the World Nuclear Disarmament Movement Through 1953, Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1993. 

Lawrence S. Wittner, Toward Nuclear Abolition: A History of the World Nuclear Disarmament Movement, 1971-present, Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2003.


Class 8 – November 10:	Chinese Cultural Revolution

Required Readings and Materials: 

Yang Jisheng, The World Turned Upside down the World Turned Upside down: A History of the Chinese Cultural Revolution, “Chronology of the Cultural Revolution”, New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2021, pp. 29–38.

Perry Link, Unofficial China: Popular Culture and Thought in the People’s Republic, Chapter 2: “Hand-Copied Entertainment Fiction from the Cultural Revolution”, London: Routledge, 2019, pp. 17–36.

Mao Zedong, Directives Regarding Cultural Revolution 1966-69, Marxist.org, 2004, online.

https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/mao/selected-works/volume-9/mswv9_84.htm

Additional Readings: 

Richard Curt Kraus, The Cultural Revolution: A Very Short Introduction. New York: Oxford University Press, 2012.

Chinese Propaganda Posters Gallery

http://www.sinohits.net/posters/culrev.htm
	

Class 9 – November 17:  Paris, 1968: We Want Everything!	

Required Readings: 

1968: A chronology of Events in France and internationally.

https://libcom.org/history/articles/france-1968

Daniel Singer, Prelude to Revolution: France in May 1968, “The Student Uprising (May 3-May 13)”, Cambridge: South End Press, pp. 115-151.

Additional Readings and Materials: 

Paris 1968 posters.

https://libcom.org/gallery/paris-68-posters

General Strike: France 1968 - A Factory-by-Factory Account.

https://libcom.org/library/general-strike-france-1968-factory-factory-account

Kristin Ross, May ‘68 and Its Afterlives, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2008.

http://angg.twu.net/tmp/ross__may_68_and_its_afterlives.pdf


Class 10 – November 24:  The Arab Spring

With the special participation of Uğurcan Akçadağ (PhD candidate in Sociology, York University).

Required Readings:

Asef Bayat, The Arab Spring and its Surprises, Development and Change, vol. 44, 2013, n. 3: pp. 587-601.

Kurt Weyland, The Arab Spring: Why the Surprising Similarities with the Revolutionary Wave of 1848?, Perspectives on Politics, vol. 10, 2012, n. 4: pp. 917-934. 

Additional Readings: 

Eva Bellin, Reconsidering the Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East: Lessons from the Arab Spring, Comparative Politics, vol. 44, 2012, n. 2: pp. 127-149.

Steven Heydemann, Tracking the Arab Spring: Syria and the Future of Authoritarianism, Journal of Democracy, vol. 24, 2013, no. 4: pp. 59-73.


Class 11 – December 1:	Urban Social Movements

With the special participation of Dr. Francesco Biagi (University of Lisbon, Portugal).

Required Readings: 

David Harvey, Rebel Cities, Chapter 5, “Reclaiming the City for Anti-Capitalist Struggle”, London: Verso Books, 2012, pp. 115-153.

Additional Readings: 

Francesco Biagi, Henri Lefebvre’s Critical Theory of Space, London/New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2020.

Francesco Biagi (ed.), Reimagining Urban Marxisms: Rethinking Thinkers, Texts, and Challenges, New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2025.


Week 12 – December 8:	Final Exam
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