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FIRST EXTRACT FROM THE ‘ORGANIZER’ (1819) 

Suppose that France suddenly lost fifty of her best physicists, chemists, 
physiologists, mathematicians, poets, painters, sculptors, musicians, 
writers; fifty of her best mechanical engineers, civil and military 
engineers, artillery experts, architects, doctors, surgeons, apothe¬ 
caries, seamen, clockmakers; fifty of her best bankers, two hundred of 
her best business men, two hundred of her best farmers, fifty of her 
best ironmasters, arms manufacturers, tanners, dyers, miners, cloth- 
makers, cotton manufacturers, silk-makers, linen-makers, manu¬ 
facturers of hardware, of pottery and china, of crystal and glass, 
ship chandlers, carriers, printers, engravers, goldsmiths, and other 
metal-workers; her fifty best masons, carpenters, joiners, farriers, 
locksmiths, cutlers, smelters, and a hundred other persons of various 
unspecified occupations, eminent in the sciences, fine arts, and pro¬ 
fessions; making in all the three thousand leading scientists, artists, 
and artisans of France.1 

These men are the Frenchmen who are the most essential producers, 
those who make the most important products, those who direct the 
enterprises most useful to the nation, those who contribute to its 
achievements in the sciences, fine arts and professions. They are in 
the most real sense the flower of French society; they are, above all 
Frenchmen, the most useful to their country, contribute most to its 
glory, increasing its civilization and prosperity. The nation would 
become a lifeless corpse as soon as it lost them. It would immediately 
fall into a position of inferiority compared with the nations which it 
now rivals, and would continue to be inferior until this loss had been 
replaced, until it had grown another head. It would require at least 
a generation for France to repair this misfortune; for men who are 
distinguished in work of positive ability are exceptions, and nature is 
not prodigal of exceptions, particularly in this species. 

Let us pass on to another assumption. Suppose that France preserves 
all the men of genius that she possesses in the sciences, fine arts and 
professions, but has the misfortune to lose in the same day Monsieur 

1 Artisan usually means an ordinary workman. To avoid circumlocution, I mean by 
this expression all those who are concerned with material production, viz., farmers, 
manufacturers, merchants, bankers, and all the clerks and workmen employed by them. 
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the King s brother, Monseigneur le due d’Angouleme, Monseigneur le 
due de Berry, Monseigneur le due d’Orleans, Monseigneur le due de 
Bourbon, Madame la duchesse d’Angouleme, Madame la duchesse de 
Berry, Madame la duchesse d’Orleans, Madame la duchesse de Bour¬ 
bon, and Mademoiselle de Conde. Suppose that France loses at the 
same time all the great officers of the royal household, all the ministers 
(with or without portfolio), all the councillors of state, all the chief 
magistrates, marshals, cardinals, archbishops, bishops, vicars-general, 
and canons, all the prefects and sub-prefects, all the civil servants, and 
judges, and, in addition, ten thousand of the richest proprietors who 
live in the style of nobles. 

This mischance would certainly distress the French, because they are 
kind-hearted, and could not see with indifference the sudden disappear¬ 
ance of such a large number of their compatriots. But this loss of 
thirty-thousand individuals, considered to be the most important in 
the State, would only grieve them for purely sentimental reasons and 
would result in no political evil for the State. 

In the first place, it would be very easy to fill the vacancies which 
would be made available. There are plenty of Frenchmen who could 
fill the function of the King’s brother as well as can Monsieur; plenty 
who could take the place of a Prince as appropriately as Monseigneur 
le due d’Angouleme, or Monseigneur le due d’Orleans, or Monseigneur 
le due de Bourbon. There are plenty of Frenchwomen who would 
be as good princesses as Madame la duchesse d’Angouleme, or Madame 
la duchesse de Berry, or Mesdames d’Orleans, de Bourbon, and de 
Conde. 

The ante-chambers of the palace are full of courtiers ready to take 
the place of the great household officials. The army has plenty of 
soldiers who would be as good leaders as our present Marshals. How 
many clerks there are who are as good as our ministers? How many 
administrators who are capable of managing the affairs of the depart¬ 
ments better than the existing prefects and sub-prefects? How many 
barristers who are as good lawyers as our judges? How many vicars 
as expert as our cardinals, archbishops, bishops, vicars-general, and 
canons? As for the ten thousand aristocratic landowners, their heirs 
could need no apprenticeship to do the honours of their drawing¬ 
rooms as well as they. 
[_The prosperity of France can only exist through the effects of the 
progress of the sciences, fine arts and professions^/The Princes, the great 
household officials, the Bishops, Marshals of France, prefects and idle 
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landowners contribute nothing directly to the progress of the sciences, 
fine arts and professions. Far from contributing they only hinder, 
since they strive to prolong the supremacy existing to this day of 
conjectural ideas over positive science. They inevitably harm the 
prosperity of the nation by depriving, as they do, the scientists, artists, 
and artisans of the high esteem to which they are properly entitled. 
They are harmful because they expend their wealth in a way which 
is of no direct use to the sciences, fine arts, and professions: they are 
harmful because they are a charge on the national taxation, to the 
amount of three or four hundred millions under the heading of 
appointments, pensions, gifts, compensations, for the upkeep of their 
activities which are useless to the nation. 

These suppositions underline the most important fact of present 
politics: they provide a point of view from which we can see this fact 
in a flash in all its extent; they show clearly, though indirecdy, that 
our social organization is seriously defective: that men still allow them¬ 
selves to be governed by violence and ruse, and that the human race 
(politically speaking) is still sunk in immorality. 

The scientists, artists, and artisans, the only men whose work is of 
positive utility to society, and cost it practically nothing, are kept down 
by the princes and other rulers who are simply more or less incapable 
bureaucrats. Those who control honours and other national awards 
owe, in general, the supremacy they enjoy, to the accident of birth, 
to flattery, intrigue and other dubious methods. 

Those who control public affairs share between them every year 
one half of the taxes, and they do not even use a third of what they 
do not pocket personally in a way which benefits the citizen. 

These suppositions show that society is a world which is upside 
down. 

The nation holds as a fundamental principle that the poor should be 
generous to the rich, and that therefore the poorer classes should daily 
deprive themselves of necessities in order to increase the superfluous 
luxury of the rich. 

The most guilty men, the robbers on a grand scale, who oppress 
the mass of the citizens, and extract from them three or four hundred 
millions a year, are given the responsibility of punishing minor offences 
against society. 

Ignorance, superstition, idleness and costly dissipation are the 
privilege of the leaders of society, and men of ability, hard-working 
and thrifty, are employed only as inferiors and instruments. 
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To sum up, in every sphere men of greater ability are subject to 
the control of men who are incapable. From the point of view of 
morabty, the most immoral men have the responsibility of leading 
the citizens towards virtue; from the point of view of distributive 
justice, the most guilty men are appointed to punish minor delin¬ 
quents. 
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(Extracts from Deuxieme extrait de mon ouvrage snr 
^organisation sociale, L’Organisateur, pt. II, 1820)

22. [ON THE REPLACEMENT OF GOVERNMENT BY 
ADMINISTRATION]

Hitherto rulers have regarded nations as patrimonies. The essential 
aim of all their political arrangements has been to exploit or expand 
these domains. Even those arrangements which have benefited the 
governed were really conceived by the rulers only as means of 
rendering their property either more productive or more secure. The 
resulting advantages have been regarded even by the people as favours, 
not as duties binding the rulers.

Undoubtedly, this situation has undergone successive modifications, 
but only modifications; that is, the progress of enlightenment has 
always reduced governmental action more and more, but it has not 
yet changed its nature. Today this action is exercised less freely and 
in a smaller sphere, but it retains the same character. The old 
principle that kings are, by divine right, the born owners of their 
peoples is still accepted, at least in theory, as the fundamental 
principle. Tliis is proved by the fact that every attempt to refute 
it is treated by the law as a crime against the social order.

Nevertheless, on the other hand, a new general principle of 
politics has been put forward by the governed. It has been recognised 
that the rulers are only the administrators of society, that they must 
direct it in conformity with the interests and will of the ruled, and 
that, in short, the happiness of nations is the sole and- exclusive 
purpose of social organisation. Tliis principle has been adopted by 
the rulers, or at least it has already been accepted by them 
together with the old principle; that is, the rulers have recognised that 
they should administrate in this sense, although they still regard 
themselves as born administrators. One may consider the new 
principle to be established, since it is the constitutional function of 
one of the three parliamentary powers (the House of Commons) to 
defend it and turn it to account.

The establishment of this principle is undoubtedly a thoroughly 
capital step towards the organisation of a new political system; but 
nevertheless this principle cannot, in its present state, have any 
really important consequence. One cannot hide the fact that hitherto 
it has been only a modifying principle, not a guiding principle. 
This is because it is much too vague actually to become the basis and 
point of departure of a new social order. It will not definitely assume 
this character until it is stated precisely, or rather completed. This 
is what we shall now endeavour to develop and prove.
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In the present situation it is acknowledged that the permanent and 
sole duty of governments is to work for the happiness of society. 
But how is society’s happiness to be achieved? This is a subject on 
which public opinion has not yet pronounced at all, on which, 
perhaps, there is not even one definite and generally accepted idea. 
And what has been the result? The general direction of society is 
inevitably left entirely to the arbitrary decision of the rulers . . .

Without entering into more detailed considerations, every person 
who thinks about it for a moment will be convinced that as long as 
society merely orders its rulers in a vague fashion to make it happy, 
without having decided how, in general, its prosperity is to be 
achieved, rule will inevitably be arbitrary in the most general and 
most essential respect, since the rulers will find themselves having 
to add to their natural function of guiding society in a given 
direction, the function - also very important — of choosing the 
direction. It follows, therefore, that the main object of the work of 
publicists today should be to establish ideas on the route to be 
taken by society towards prosperity, and to persuade society to 
take that route . . .

In the new political order, the sole and permanent object of social 
organisation should be to apply as well as possible the knowledge 
acquired in the sciences, fine arts, and arts and crafts to the 
satisfaction of man’s needs; to disseminate that knowledge, improve 
it and increase it as much as possible; in short, to combine in as 
useful a way as possible all the particular works of the sciences, 
fine arts, and arts and crafts.

This is not the place to show in detail what astonishing prosperity 
society could achieve through such an organisation. It can in any 
case easily be imagined. We shall simply give a general indication, as 
follows.

Hitherto men have, so to speak, exercised on nature only purely 
individual and isolated efforts. Furthermore, their forces have always 
in large measure destroyed each other, since the human race has 
hitherto been divided into two unequal parts, and the smaller has 
constantly employed all its power, and often even some of the power 
of the larger part, in order to dominate the latter, while the larger 
part has used up a great deal of its power in order to withstand 
domination. Nevertheless, it is certain that in spite of this enormous 
loss of power, the human race has, in the most civilised countries, 
achieved a quite remarkable degree of comfort and prosperity. From 
this one may judge the level it would reach if almost no power were 
lost, if men, instead of commanding one another, organised themselves 
to exercise their combined efforts on nature, and if nations adopted 
the same system! . . .
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In a society organised for the positive aim of working for its 
prosperity through the sciences, fine arts, and arts and crafts, the 
most important political act, the act which involves determining 
the direction in which society is to advance, no longer belongs 
to men invested with social functions; it is exercised by the social 
body itself, in such a way that society, taken collectively, can 
really exercise sovereignty, a sovereignty which then consists not in 
an arbitrary opinion established in law by the mass, but in a 
principle derived from the very nature of things, whose justice men 
have only to recognise and whose necessity they have only to 
proclaim. In such a situation the citizens charged with the various 
social functions, even the highest, only perform, from a certain 
point of view, subordinate roles, since their functions, however 
important they are, involve no more than following a course which 
they themselves have not chosen. Furthermore, the aim and object 
of such an organisation is so clear, so settled, that there is no 
longer any room for the arbitrariness of men, or even of laws, 
because both can be exercised only in the realm of uncertainty 
which is, so to speak, their natural element. The act of governing, 
in the sense of commanding, then plays no or almost no part. 
All the questions which have to be debated in such a political 
system — What are the enterprises through which society can 
increase its present prosperity with the help of the knowledge 
it possesses in the sciences, fine arts, and arts and crafts? What 
measures must be taken to disseminate knowledge and improve 
it as much as possible? Finally, by what means can these various 
enterprises be undertaken with the least possible expense and in the 
least possible time? — These questions, we say, and all those to 
which they may give rise are eminently positive and answerable; 
decisions can only be the result of scientific demonstrations, 
absolutely independent of all human will, which may be discussed 
by all those educated enough to understand them. Besides, 
precisely because in such a system all social functions have a 
positive character and a clearly determined object, the capacity 
required in order to fulfil them is so clear, so easy to ascertain 
that there could never be any indecision on the subject, and every 
citizen must naturally tend to confine himself to the role for which 
he is most suited. And just as every question of social interest 
will then inevitably be decided as well as it can be with acquired 
knowledge, so will all social functions inevitably be entrusted to 
the men most capable of performing them in conformity with the 
association’s general aim. Thus, in tlris situation the three principal 
disadvantages of the present political system — arbitrariness, incapacity, 
and intrigue — will be seen to disappear all at once.
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If, in our summary statement of the aim wltich social organisation 
should henceforth assume, we have not included the maintenance 
of order, it is because the maintenance of order is certainly a 
fundamental condition if society is to apply itself to any kind of 
enterprise, but cannot be regarded as the aim of society . . .

The functions wltich are particularly concerned with the 
maintenance of order will be classed, moreover, in the new social 
organisation only according to their natural rank, that is, as 
subordinate police functions.

. . . This part of social action is the only one in the new system 
requiring a certain degree of command in relations between men, 
since all the rest, as we have explained, involve the action of 
principles. It follows that the action of governing, properly speaking, 
will then be limited as much as possible. In this order men will 
consequently enjoy the highest degree of liberty compatible with the 
state of society. It must also be noted that this function of maintaining 
order can then easily become, almost entirely, a task shared by all 
citizens, whether it be to contain trouble-makers or to settle disputes . . .



(Extract from the preface to Du systeme industriel, pt.I, 1821)

28. [ON LIBERTY]68

... The maintenance of liberty was bound to be an object of primary 
concern as long as the feudal and theological system retained some of 
its force, because liberty was then exposed to grievous and continuous 
attacks. But today there need no longer be the same anxiety during the 
establishment of the industrial and scientific system, since this system 
must inevitably and automatically bring with it the highest degree of 
social liberty, temporal as well as spiritual. In such a situation, a great 
political apparatus especially designed to preserve liberty from attacks 
to which it can no longer be seriously exposed would be very much 
like Don Quixote’s battle against the windmills.

Besides, the maintenance of individual liberties can in no case be the 
object of the social contract. Liberty, in its true perspective, is a 
consequence of civilisation — both progress together - but it cannot 
be its aim. Men do not associate in order to be free. Savages associate 
to hunt, to make war, but certainly not to produce liberty. In this 
respect it would be better for them to remain isolated. I repeat: an 
active aim is necessary, and that cannot be liberty, since liberty is a 
by-product of activity. True liberty is not simply a matter of keeping 
one’s arms folded in the association, if one so desires. Such an 
inclination should be severely repressed whenever it arises. On the 
contrary, liberty means developing a temporal or spiritual capacity useful 
to the association, without hindrance and to as great an extent as 
is possible.

We may observe, moreover, that as civilisation progresses, the 
division of labour — both spiritual and temporal — considered from the 
most general point of view increases at the same rate. The inevitable 
result is that men depend less on each other as individuals, but that 
they all depend commensurately more on the mass. Now, if the vague 
and metaphysical idea of liberty current today continued to be taken as 
the basis of political doctrines, it would tend severely to impede the 
action of the mass on individuals. From this point of view, it would 
be contrary to the development of civilisation and the organisation of 
a well-ordered system, which demands that the parts should be firmly 
linked to the whole and dependent on it.

I shall not speak of political liberty, because it is all too clear that 
as an aim of association it is even less deserving of consideration than 
individual liberty. However, I will observe on this subject, as a 
statement of the true state of affairs, that the right to participate in
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public affairs irrespective of capacity, conferred in theory on every 
citizen as a natural right, and limited only in its exercise but never 
according to capacity, is the most complete and most obvious proof 
of the vagueness and uncertainty which still shroud political ideas. 
How else are we to explain the indirect but unambiguous declaration 
that political thinking requires no natural capacity?

Wiry is it not declared that Frenchmen who pay a thousand francs 
in direct taxation are qualified to make discoveries in chemistry, when 
exactly the same principle is established in politics, which is in fact 
much more difficult and important than chemistry?69 Why? Because 
the kind of capacity required in chemistry is clear, while that required 
in politics is not. And to what is this difference due? The fact that 
chemistry is today a positive science, while politics is still only a 
conjectural doctrine which does not deserve the name of science.

It is characteristic of metaphysics, precisely because it teaches 
nothing real, to argue that one is qualified for everything without 
any need for special study. The remarkable situation which I have 
just indicated exists today only in politics and philosophy, its mother, 
because they alone, among all the branches of our knowledge, are still 
metaphysical. But there is an analogy with the sciences wliich are 
today the most positive, in the period when they were still plunged 
in the obscure realms of metaphysics. The kinds of capacity needed 
in order to study these sciences did not become clear and precise, 
nor did they cease to be the subject of universal dispute, until the 
sciences assumed a positive character based on observation. It must 
be absolutely the same in politics. Today it is not thought ridiculous 
when people argue that political science is innate or that to be a 
Frenchman by birth is sufficient proof of capacity to reason. Such 
language is even regarded as patriotic. But when politics has risen to 
the ranks of the sciences of observation, which must be before 
too long, the conditions of capacity will become clear and fixed, and 
the cultivation of politics will be entrusted exclusively to a special 
class of scientists who will impose silence on all twaddle.



30. LETTER TO THE WORKERS

I

(Henri Saint-Simon a Messieurs les ouvriers, Du systems 
industriel, pt. II, 1821)

Gentlemen,
The chief aim which I set myself in my works is to improve your 

situation as much as possible. I hold no office, I possess no power. 
Thus, the only way I can be of use to you is to give you good advice. 
I invite you to speak as follows to the chiefs of the most important 
houses of agriculture, manufacture, and commerce. It seems certain 
to me that great advantages will result for you, and that your 
existence will be quickly improved. It is you who are going to speak.

‘Gentlemen - Heads of the Most Important Houses of Agriculture, 
Manufacture, and Commerce,

‘You are rich, and we are poor. You work with your brains, we with 
our hands. As a result of these two fundamental differences between 
us, we are and we should be your subordinates.

‘Since you are our leaders, gentlemen, it is to you that we must 
address the grievances which we wish to reach the tlirone; and that is 
what we are going to do, by inviting you to make known to 
His Majesty what we say to you. Henry IV thought all the Government’s 
energy should be directed towards making it possible for us to eat 
chicken every Sunday. The present Bourbons can realise the desire of 
this good Prince of whom they are glorified to be the descendants!

‘Gentlemen,
‘Our good sense is sufficient to show us that the affairs of the 

French nation are very badly administered, its resources are badly 
employed, its activity is badly directed, or rather is paralysed through 
the wrong direction it has been given.

‘Again, our good sense is sufficient to show us that it would be 
easy to enrich the nation, to render it happier and more powerful than 
it has hitherto been. It is also sufficient to make us realise what means 
must be employed to achieve this great aim.

‘Gentlemen,
Tn less than ten years the value of French territory can be doubled. 

To do that it would be necessary to clear uncultivated land, drain 
marshland, open up new roads, improve those that already exist, 
construct all the bridges necessary to shorten routes, and build 
all the canals which can be of use for shipping as well as for irrigation.
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‘There will be no shortage of funds with which to realise a good project 
for the general improvement of French territory. The capital will soon 
be forthcoming if the State (restricting itself to the increase in 
taxation which will inevitably result from the growth of wealth) grants 
to entrepreneurs, as far as is possible, all the benefits resulting from 
their enterprises.

‘There will be no shortage of labour either, for in the absence of the 
measure which we have just recommended, which is the only one able 
generally to stimulate production, a large number of navvies are always 
unemployed. The ordinary work of agriculture provides full employment 
during the harvest, but once the harvest has ended, one-eighth of the 
population is all that is required for ploughing, seeding, harrowing, 
threshing, and looking after the herds; so that in those places where the 
population is not employed in the manufacture of wrought goods, the 
vast majority of workers have nothing to do for a large part of the year. 
It may certainly be estimated that six million navvies are without work 
between harvests.

‘Gentlemen, trouble yourselves to fix your attention on what we 
have just said; think about the idea which we have just submitted to 
you; and you will easily recognise that if the Government announced 
that it would, as far as is possible, grant to the entrepreneurs of 
projects promoting an increase in the value of French territory all the 
particular advantages resulting from these projects, enterprises of this 
kind would be energetically pursued and quickly carried out.

‘You will recognise equally that the adoption of this measure will 
bring, for you as well as for us, the most important advantages which 
society can afford. It will increase your wealth, it will give us work 
and consequently the comforts of life.

‘Those of you and those of us engaged in agriculture will enjoy 
directly the advantages resulting from this operation. Those engaged 
in manufacturing wrought goods and in commerce will be just as well off, 
although for them the advantages can only be indirect, since 
agricultural workers, finding themselves employed all year, will receive 
120 to 150 millions more in salaries each month, and will consequently 
consume 1,500 to 1,800 millions more per year, which will increase 
manufacturing and commercial activity to a degree hitherto unknown, 
even in England.

‘The present administration of public affairs is defective on this 
first count: the number of administrators and their subordinates is much 
too large, which makes the cost of this administration exorbitant, 
imposing a heavy burden on the nation, which is of no use to it.

‘It is defective on one even more important count: the administrators 
are chosen from the classes of society whose capacity is not 
administrative, whose interests are in many respects contrary to those
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of the productive class, which is the only class whose work aims 
directly to increase the power, comfort, and positive happiness of 
the nation.

‘The disadvantages resulting from the poor composition of the 
administration are infinitely greater than those occasioned by the 
multiplicity of employees, and by the huge number of appointments 
made to staff-offices placed uselessly at the head of every administrative 
body.

‘The economies which could be made in the cost of the present 
administration would amount in all to 200 millions per year at most; 
and one can estimate without exaggeration that France would 
increase its capital value (both land and moveables) by 3,000 millions 
per year if the administration were composed of capable men, men 
interested in giving the greatest stimulus to every branch of industry.

Tn short, the present administration is directed chiefly by nobles, 
lawyers, and the military. Now, these three classes understand 
perfectly well how to consume the products of industry, but they are 
completely incapable of directing the work of producers; they even 
have, in certain respects, an interest in opposing the success of industry, 
because success of this kind tends to increase the importance of 
the producers and diminish that of the nobles, lawyers, and the 
military.

‘It is our class, gentlemen, which suffers directly the disadvantages 
of the present maladministration. It pays most taxation and receives 
no salary. It proves that it alone has everything to gain. It is thus 
natural that we should be taxing our ingenuity to find the remedy 
for the evils which afflict us in particular.

‘These disadvantages, gentlemen, have an even more direct and 
powerful effect on workers such as us than on you who are rich 
and able, since as a result more of us face suffering in terms of life’s 
primary needs. It is thus up to us to take the initiative in indicating 
the means of bringing to an end our miseries which will obviously 
cease as soon as public affairs are decently administered.

‘Here is what we propose to you.
‘We invite you — you who are our leaders, who have become, 

through the progress of civilisation, the nation’s most important, 
most useful, and most capable persons — to ask the King to give you 
responsibility for directing the administration of public affairs. We 
invite you to declare to His Majesty that you are certain to enrich 
France by more than 3,000 millions per year; that you are certain to 
provide us all with the means of eating chicken every Sunday; 
finally, that you are certain to establish a lasting peace by destroying 
all the factions that will continue to exist (whatever one does) as long 
as the waste of public money, which each hopes to turn to its own
240
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Gentlemen - Workers,
The only obstacle of any importance which today stands in the way 

of an improvement in your condition arises from the industrial 
chiefs' lack of confidence in their capacity to administer public affairs. 
I shall address to them at once a text to remove their worries on this 
account, and to rectify their ideas with respect to some other errors 
that they commit every day, and which are extremely prejudicial to 
them, as well as to you.

P.S. All industrials who want this brochure may come to me for it. 
I shall let them have copies for themselves and their friends.

benefit, is allowed to go on.
‘We authorise you, gentlemen, to make this demand in our name. 

Thus, it will be on behalf of twenty-five million men. Now, since this 
demand is in conformity with every principle of justice, and aims 
directly to improve the condition of the vast majority of the nation, 
we can hope that it will receive the attention of His Majesty. ’

■

I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, Workers, 
Your most humble servant,
HENRI SAINT-SIMON 
Rue de Richelieu, No. 34



37. FRAGMENTS ON SOCIAL ORGANISATION

(Extracts from De I’organisation sociale. Fragments d'un 
ouvrage inedit. Opin. lift., 1825)

SECOND FRAGMENT
Proof that the French proletariat is capable of successfully administering 
property

It is a question of proving here that the most numerous class, in short, 
the people, today consists of men who no longer need to be subject to 
any special supervision, men whose intelligence is sufficiently 
developed, and whose capacity for prudence* is great enough to enable 
them, without inconvenience, to establish a system of organisation which 
admits them as members.

First of all, let us examine the case of the farmers.
At the time of the sale of national lands83 several thousand 

proletarians, availing themselves of the limitless facilities offered to 
those with enough character to speak out in the face of the entire 
European aristocracy, purchased those properties and suddenly joined 
the class of landowners. Now, the way in which this mass of 
proletarians, having suddenly become property owners, directed the 
administration of their property has proved and established a great 
political fact: that the nation’s largest class is today composed of men 
whose intelligence is sufficiently developed, and who have acquired 
sufficient prudence to enable the law, without any threat to public 
order, to put an end to the tutelage hitherto exercised over them; 
and that henceforth, since one must consider the nation to be 
composed of individuals who are all capable of administering 
property, the law must establish the political system in which the 
direction of common interests will be entrusted to the most 
distinguished men, men with capacities of the most general and most 
positive utility, so that governmental, controlling action will be 
exercised only over those men whose conduct tends to disturb 
public order.

We shall cite a fact which we witnessed personally, and which proves 
how the capacity for administering property is today generally shared 
by men who, through accident of birth, belong to the proletarian class.

A small province, Cateau-Cambrisis, belonged in its entirety to 
the Archbishopric of Cambrai and other ecclesiastical establishments. 
The population of this province was so thoroughly proletarian, in 
respect of immoveable property, that there was not a single person who 
‘See the note at the end of the fragment.
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could not be expelled from the manor he occupied.
What happened when the land in this province was put up for sale?
By mutual agreement all the inhabitants formed an association. They 

made themselves adjudicators of the land of their communes, and they 
divided it up between them, so that one whole section of the population, 
quite an important section, suddenly moved out of the proletarian 
class and into the class of landowners.

Well! This sudden change did not cause the least disorder in 
agriculture. The new owners proved themselves to be much more 
capable than the old ones, for the very next year the lands began to 
produce much better crops than they had ever produced before.

It clearly follows from wliat happened during the sale of national 
lands, and from a local fact which we have just cited in support of 
the general fact, that the French nation (considering the present stage 
in the development of its intelligence) can be governed much better 
and much more economically than at present; and that a stable social 
social situation will not be achieved until governmental action is 
surpassed by the activity of those men whose capacities are of the 
highest degree and the most general and positive utility.

Let us go on now to consider the working men employed by manufac­
turers and merchants, and the proof they have provided of their capacity.

At the beginning of the Revolution many entrepreneurs in 
manufacturing and commercial industry were ruined by the pillage 
which followed the insurrections. Those entrepreneurs who escaped 
pillage were crushed by the law of the maximum;3* while those 
who were fortunate enough to escape these two industrial calamities and 
survive financially saw their wealth wiped out by requisitions and the 
burning of English merchandise.

What would have happened, after such widespread misfortune, if a 
large number of the working men employed by the ruined and morally 
destroyed manufacturers and merchants had not been capable enough 
to replace them?

For a long time the factories and commerce of France would have 
lost much of their importance, and France would today be paying an 
industrial tribute to foreigners much greater than the one it had to 
bear before the Revolution. In short, production in France would have 
declined.

In actual fact, production of all kinds has increased greatly since 
and even during the misfortunes of the Revolution. In all the 
manufacturing and commercial workshops men who used to be 
employed as ordinary workers have become entrepreneurs and directors 
of these enterprises, and have shown themselves to be more intelligent 
and energetic than their predecessors. Consequently, France is today 
much more prosperous, more productive, and more important in
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agricultural, manufacturing, and commercial industry than it was before 
the Revolution, although the present directors of these kinds of 
enterprise have come very largely from the class of common people.

Could there be surer and more complete proof that the common 
people, that is, the majority of the nation are now sufficiently 
intelligent to enable French society to be organised directly for the 
public good, without any threat to public order, and, on the contrary, 
with great advantages for all social classes?

Note to the second fragment
The education of all classes is divided into two parts: education 
properly speaking and instruction.

The improvement of education properly speaking is more important 
than the improvement of instruction from the point of view of increasing 
social welfare.

It is education properly speaking which forms habits, develops 
feelings, and fosters general prudence. It is education which teaches 
each person to apply principles and to use them as sure guides to 
conduct. Education may be regarded as the continual teaching of 
knowledge which is absolutely necessary for the maintenance of 
social relations.

Let us suppose that children receive the most thorough instruction 
but are entirely deprived of education. Let us assume for a moment 
the existence of an establishment in which children follow courses 
given by the best teachers in every subject, and are separately shut away 
between classes to prevent them from being distracted. These children 
would consequently be deprived of all education. What would happen 
to them when their studies came to an end? What would become of 
them when they went out into the world?

Those children would be ignorant of all knowledge which might 
help them to live a good social life. They would have no experience of 
relationships. They would have to serve a very long apprenticeship 
before being able to perform any social function. And if a population 
brought up in this way was left to fend for itself, it would not be very 
much more civilised than the first human societies.

We may add, in support of what we have just said, that in every 
generation some of the knowledge acquired by previous generations 
becomes so common that the fathers or guardians of children 
inevitably possess this knowledge, and are therefore qualified to teach 
their children in this respect. Now, such unstudied teaching of these 
rudiments develops children’s intelligence so that they are much more 
able to grasp the more abstract knowledge given to them by their 
real teachers.
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It is chiefly in and for the proletarian class that education is much more 
important than instruction ...

People still fail to appreciate just how civilised the lowest class is in 
France, and how much positive improvement in intelligence there has 
been among the proletarian class ...

It is mainly because of the superiority in civilisation of its most 
numerous class over the most numerous classes of other nations — 
unquestionably the most positive superiority of all - that the French 
nation excels over all others.

If one compares the French proletariat with the English, one finds 
the latter inspired by sentiments which incline them to commence the 
war of the poor against the rich as soon as the right circumstances arise, 
whereas the attitude of the French proletariat towards the wealthy 
industrials is generally one of attachment and goodwill...

THIRD FRAGMENT
Since the proletarian class are fundamentally as civilised as the class of 
property owners, the law should recognise them as full members of 
society.

The mechanism of social organisation was inevitably very complicated 
as long as the majority were too ignorant and imprudent to administer 
their own affairs. As long as their intelligence was still not fully 
developed, they were ruled by brutish passions which urged them 
towards insurrection and consequently every kind of disorder.

In such a state of affairs, which had to precede a better social 
situation, it was necessary (in order to hold the majority in check and 
exert a strong hold over the nation) for the minority to be organised 
along military lines, to claim an exclusive right to the law-making 
power, and to frame the law so as to give themselves a monopoly of 
power. Thus,-the chief forces in society have hitherto been employed 
simply to maintain society as a society, and work directed towards 
improving the moral and physical well-being of nations has had to be 
regarded as subordinate.

Today this situation must change completely, and the most 
important work must be directed towards improving our moral and 
physical well-being. Tills can be done, since a small amount of force 
is sufficient to maintain public order, now that the majority have 
acquired a taste for work (which eliminates every tendency towards 
disorder) and have recently proved themselves to be capable of 
administering moveable and immoveable property.

The minority no longer need force to keep the proletarian class 
in subordination, so they must now concentrate on arranging tilings
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so that 1) the proletariat has the greatest possible interest in 
maintaining public order; 2) the transmission of immoveable property 
is made as easy as possible; 3) the workers are given the highest 
degree of political importance.

The right arrangements should be very simple and very quick to 
find, once people have taken the trouble to apply their own 
intelligence to the situation, and have entirely shaken off the mental 
bondage imposed by the political principles of our fathers, principles 
which were good and useful in their time, but which are no longer 
applicable in present circumstances.

Since the population today consists entirely of men who (apart 
from some exceptions which occur more or less equally in all classes) 
are capable of administering moveable or immoveable property, we 
can and must work directly for an improvement in the moral and 
physical well-being of the social body.

Now, the most direct way to bring about an improvement in the 
moral and physical well-being of the majority of the population is to 
give priority in State expenditure to the provision of work for all fit 
men, so as to assure their physical existence; to disseminate as quickly 
as possible among the proletarian class the positive knowledge which has 
been acquired; and finally to ensure that the individuals composing 
this class have forms of leisure and interests which will develop their 
intelligence.

In addition, measures must be taken to ensure that national wealth is 
administered by the men who are most capable in administration, and 
who have the greatest interest in good administration, that is, the most 
important industrials.

And society, by means of these fundamental arrangements, will be 
organised in a way which will completely satisfy reasonable men of 
every class. Then there will no longer be any fear of insurrections, and 
consequently no need to maintain numerous permanent armies to 
oppose them. It will no longer be necessary to spend enormous sums 
on the police department; and there will be nothing to fear from 
abroad, for thirty million happy men could repel a combined attack 
by the entire human race.

To that we may add that neither princes nor peoples will ever take 
extravagance to the point of attacking a nation composed of thirty 
million men who are in no way offensive to their neighbours, and who 
are united through good management of their interests.

We may add further that there is no need for espionage in a society 
where the vast majority are interested in maintaining the established 
order...

J '
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FOURTH FRAGMENT
On the administration and government of public affairs

1.1

People may say to us:
‘Your most important view on politics, the view to which you 

relate all your ideas, is that calm and stability can best be established 
in Europe by superimposing administrative power on governmental 
power. Your first duty, therefore, must be to trace a clear dividing 
line between the administrative and governmental capacities. You 
must show exactly what each of them involves, so that you will be in 
a position to explain clearly why the administrative capacity should 
be superimposed on the governmental capacity.’

The high administration of society embraces the invention, 
examination, and execution of projects useful to the people.85

The high administrative capacity thus involves three capacities: 
the capacity of the artists, the capacity of the scientists, and the 
capacity of the industrials, whose collaboration fulfils all the 
conditions necessary for the satisfaction of society’s moral and 
physical needs.

In the great enterprise of working directly for the establishment 
of the system of public good, the artists, the men of imagination, will 
lead the way. They will proclaim the future of the human race. 
They will take the age of gold out of the past and offer it as 
enrichment to future generations. They will inspire society to increase 
its well-being by presenting it with a rich picture of new prosperity, 
and by showing that all members of society will soon share the 
pleasures which have hitherto been the prerogative of a very small 
class. They will sing of the benefits for civilisation, and in order to 
achieve their aim they will put to work every means offered by the 
fine arts, oratory, poetry, painting, music. In short, they will develop 
the poetical part of the new system.

The scientists, the men whose chief occupation is to observe and 
reason, will demonstrate the possibility of a great increase in well-being 
for all classes of society, for the most hard-working class — the 
proletariat — as well as for the richest class. They will show what are 
the most certain and most rapid means of guaranteeing continuity 
of work for the mass of producers. They will lay the foundations of 
public education. They will establish laws of hygiene for the social 
body, and in their hands politics will become the complement of the 
science of man.

The most important industrials, relating all ideas to production, 
will judge what is immediately practicable in the projects of public 
utility conceived and elaborated in concert by the scientists and artists. 
They will plan methods of execution to be directed by the bankers,
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who are always at the head of financial movements.
That is the administrative course — firm, frank, and loyal — which 

the scientists, artists, and industrials will follow when they are 
entrusted with the direction of general interests.

Let us compare it with the course adopted by the present 
Government. Let us see what miserable arrangements the governmental 
capacity has been reduced to by the progress of enlightenment and 
civilisation.

Trapped in a circle of antiquated feudal doctrines, the rulers, whose 
intentions for the public good are generally the best, make vain efforts 
to organise a calm and stable situation.

Believing that they cannot maintain themselves without a large staff 
in every branch of administration, and a great apparatus of governmental 
power, they are ultimately reduced to extracting as much money as 
possible from the nation, whether it be through taxes or loans, wliile at 
the same time they are careful not to arouse any obvious discontent. 
They thus exhaust themselves in subtle arrangements for improving and 
collecting taxes.

They are reduced to using the greatest part of the nation’s money 
to cover the costs of official business, wliile a tiny portion goes on 
expenditure which is really useful to the producers.

They are reduced to maintaining the nobles and courtiers in 
positions of great political importance, and they tax their ingenuity to 
provide them with enough money to keep them in the luxury which 
they consider so indispensable.

Let us examine the conduct of the Minister-President,86 who is still 
the person who has best understood the importance of industry and the 
state of society. Let us examine the way he has used governmental 
power.

We have seen him use all the ministerial influence at Iris disposal 
to get a large number of nobles and idle rich into the Chamber of 
Deputies, and to carefully keep out the most notable industrials, the 
scientists, and the most capable artists.

He has made Parliament septennial,87 but has done nothing to change 
the age requirement of forty years for entry to the Chamber. In this way 
he has considerably diminished its energy, has made it dependent on the 
ministry, and has made it subject at the same time to the influence of 
the high nobility.

He has concentrated the supreme direction of national interests in the 
hands of nobles, bishops, soldiers, lawyers, and bureaucrats. They are 
undoubtedly all quite honourable in terms of their private characters or 
the services they or their ancestors have been able to render the 
nation; but they have learned administration only at the expense of 
the public (who have always had to pay for their mistakes) and never 

268



269

FIFTH FRAGMENT
Continuation of the subject dealt with in the previous fragment

at their own expense, as the industrials do every day.
At the Ministry of the Interior, out of respect for ministerial dignity, 

he maintains a distinguished barrister, but one who is very ignorant of 
everything concerning industry, the sciences, and the fine arts; a man 
who, unaware of their importance and the respect due to them, forgets 
himself to the point of having his clerks maltreat in every way the men 
whose work brings most honour to France.

The same Minister-President also believes, out of deference to the 
old doctrines, that he must allow the Jesuits to have a great influence 
over public education, their ultimate aim being to inculcate in youth 
the idea that mediocre capacities should surpass and direct capacities 
of the highest order, and that vague knowledge should be superimposed 
on useful and positive knowledge.

Finally, in an attempt to promote industry, M. de VillSIe has 
established a Supreme Council of Commerce, but he has composed 
it chiefly of men who have never practised in any branch of industry. 
Only through human respect, apparently, has he actually admitted 
two or three retired industrials.

These are the sad remnants of the governmental capacity. Swept 
along by the torrent of civilisation it tries in vain, by clinging to the 
past, to maintain the predominant role attributed to it in previous 
societies ...

... It is a question of deciding what meansshouldI be_,eniplQyed to 
superimpose administrative action on governmental action.

Should this change be brought about all at once througli direct 
measures, or slowly through a succession of measures?

Our opinion is that the change should be brought about all at 
once through direct measures.88

We base this opinion, first of all, on the following great and unique 
fact. x

Let us examine the only change of social system of which history 
has preserved an exact and detailed record, and see how this change 
was brought about. Let us remind ourselves whether it was slowly and 
through a succession of operations that men passed from polytheism 
to theism, from the regime of the Greeks and Romans to the social 
organisation adopted by the Europeans of the Middle Ages.

We recognise that the first Christians substituted directly a belief 
in one single God for the belief in a multitude of divinities, and that 
they did not undertake to reduce the thousands of acknowledged
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divinities to hundreds and then to tens before arriving at the 
idea of a single God. Thus, we are justified in saying that men passed 
all at once from polytheism to theism.89

It was also all at once that the powers of the Chieftains, Goths, 
Visigoths, Ostrogoths, Danes, English, Franks, Saxons, Germans, 
etc. replaced the powers of the consuls and proconsuls.

Finally, the nature of slavery also changed all at once, when 
slaves ceased to depend directly on their masters and became bound 
to the soil.

Another fact, essentially different from the first, lends further 
support to our opinion.

The natural consequence of the first fact is that changes of system 
are brought about all at once; and the consequence we shall draw from 
the fact we are now going to discuss is that half-measures, however 
powerful, cannot produce a change of system.

Could there be anything more powerful, more decisive, more severe 
than the measures taken at the beginning of the Revolution against 
the priests and nobles? They were nearly all plundered, massacred, 
or banished. At the same time they were deprived of their moveable 
and immoveable property as well as their political powers so that the 
common people found themselves in exclusive control of the public 
interest.

What was the result of all these atrocities?
Nothing of real importance. The feudal system was not destroyed. 

It was soon reborn out of its ashes, and within a few years, with some 
slight modifications, it had reproduced itself. It was the re-establishment 
of this system which destroyed anarchy. Most importantly, it was the 
common people themselves who actually reconstructed the feudal 
system, who created a new nobility, and who established majorats, 
that is, entailed estates. Foreigners therefore found France completely 
refeudalised when they were in the position of having to make the 
laws there.

We shall give a very simple explanation of this fact, which at first 
seems inexplicable, and which has not yet been properly analysed.

The massacre, expulsion, and pillage of the nobles was, despite all 
its atrocity, only a half-measure. It placed power in different hands, 
but did not change the nature of power.

Society has always remained subject to governmental action. 
During the Revolution governmental action continued to reign 
supreme over administrative action.

Now, it is in the nature of governmental action to maintain or 
establish hereditary political rights, just as it is a consequence inherent 
in administrative action to establish the greatest political equality in 
respect of rights of birth, and to base political rights on superiority
270
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in positive capacities.
From what we have just said we conclude, in support of our opinion, 

that:
1. The only change of social system of which history has preserved an 

exact and detailed record was brought about all at once and through 
a radical change of principles.

2. The Revolution, in spite of all its violence, did not result in the 
change required by the progress of enlightenment, because it did 
not alter the principles on which the feudal system was based ...
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134 A GENERAL VIEW OF FOSITIVISM.

CHAPTER III.

THE ACTION OF POSITIVISM UPON THE WORKING CLASSES.

Positivism POSITIVISM whether looked at as a philosophical
will not for the n . -, .
present recom- system or as an instrument 01 social renovation,,
mend itself to -, . « /v

the governing cannot count upon much support irom any oi
much as to the the classes, whether in Church or State, by

eop e" whom the government of mankind has hitherto
been conducted. There will be isolated exceptions of great
value, and these will soon become more numerous: but
the prejudices and passions of these classes will present
serious obstacles to the work of moral and mental reor-
ganization which constitutes the second phase of the great
Western revolution. Their faulty education and their
repugnance to system prejudice them against a philosophy
which subordinates specialities to general principles. Their
aristocratic instincts make it very difficult for them to
recognise the supremacy of Social Feeling; that doctrine
which lies at the root of social regeneration, as conceived
by Positivism. That no support can be expected from the
classes who were in the ascendant before the Revolution,
is of course obvious; and we shall probably meet with
opposition, quite as real though more carefully concealed,
from the middle classes, to whom that revolution trans-
ferred the authority and social influence which they had
long been coveting. Their thoughts are entirely engrossed
with the acquisition of power; and they concern them-
selves but little with the mode in which it is used, or the
objects to which it is directed. They were quite con-
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vinced that the Revolution had found a satisfactory issue
in the parliamentary system instituted during the recent
period of political oscillation. They will long continue to
regret that stationary period, because it was peculiarly
favourable to their restless ambition. A movement tending
to the complete regeneration of society is almost as much
dreaded now by the middle classes as it was formerly by
the higher. And both would at all events agree in pro-
longing the system of theological hypocrisy, as far as re-
publican institutions admitted of it. That policy is now
the only means by which retrogression is still possible.
Ignoble as it is, there are two motives for adopting it; it
secures respect and submission on the part of the masses,
and it imposes no unpleasant duties on their governors.
All their critical and metaphysical prejudices indispose
them to terminate the state of spiritual anarchy which is
the greatest obstacle to social regeneration; while at the
same time their ambition dreads the establishment of a
new moral authority, the restrictive influence of which
would of course press most heavily upon themselves. In
the eighteenth century, men of rank, and even kings,
accepted the purely negative philosophy that was then in
vogue: it removed many obstacles, it was an easy path to
reputation, and it imposed no great sacrifice. But we can
hardly hope from this precedent that the wealthy and
literary classes of our own time will be equally willing to
accept Positive philosophy; the avowed purpose of which
is to discipline our intellectual powers, in order to reor-
ganize our modes of life.

The avowal of such a purpose is quite sufficient to prevent
Positivism from gaining the sympathies of any one of the
governing classes. The classes to which it must appeal
are those who have been left untrained in the present
worthless methods of instruction by words and entities,
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who are animated with strong social instincts, and who
consequently have the largest stock of good sense and good
feeling. In a word it is among the Working Classes that
the new philosophers will find their most energetic allies.
They are the two extreme terms in the social series as
finally constituted; and it is only through their combined
action that social regeneration can become a practical
possibility. Notwithstanding their difference of position,
a difference which indeed is more apparent than real, there
are strong affinities between them, both morally and in-
tellectually. Both have the same sense of the real, the
same preference for the useful, and the same tendency to
subordinate special points to general principles. Morally
they resemble each other in generosity of feeling, in wise
unconcern for material prospects, and in indifference to
worldly grandeur. This at least will be the case as soon
as philosophers in the true sense of that word have mixed
sufficiently with the nobler members of the working
classes to raise their own character to its proper level.
When the sympathies which unite them upon these essen-
tial points have had time to show themselves, it will be felt
that the philosopher is, under certain aspects, a member
of the working class fully trained; while the working
man is in many respects a philosopher without the train-
ing. Both too will look with similar feelings upon the
intermediate or capitalist class. As that class is neces-
sarily the possessor of material power, the pecuniary exist-
ence of both will as a rule be dependent upon it.

The working These affinities follow as a natural result
man who ac- o -i •
cepts his posi- irom their respective position and functions.
tion is favour- ,—, r l • i •
ably situated Ine reason oi their not having* been recognised
for the rccep- _. . . & &

tionofcompre- more distinctly is, that at present we have
hensive prin- . . . , " A

 mcipies and nothing that can be called a philosophic class,
generous sym- x l J • x • I -. , « .

thi or at least it is only represented by a few iso-
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lated types. Workmen worthy of their position are hap-
pily far less rare; but hitherto it is only in France, or
rather in Paris, that they have shown themselves in their
true light, as men emancipated from chimerical beliefs,
and careless of the empty prestige of social position. It
is, then, only in Paris that the truth of the preceding
remarks can be fully verified.

The occupations of working men are evidently far more
conducive to philosophical views than those of the middle
classes; since they are not so absorbing as to prevent con-
tinuous thought, even during the hours of labour. And
besides having more time for thinking, they have a moral
advantage in the absence of any responsibility when their
work is over. The workman is preserved by his position
from the schemes of aggrandisement, which are constantly
harassing the capitalist. Their difference in this respect
causes a corresponding difference in their modes of thought;
the one cares more for general principles, the other more
for details. To a sensible workman, the system of disper-
sive speciality now so much in vogue shows itself in its
true light. He sees it, that is, to be brutalizing, because
it would condemn his intellect to the most paltry mode
of culture, so much so that it will never be accepted in
France, in spite of the irrational endeavours of our Anglo-
maniac economists. To the capitalist, on the contrary,
and even to the man of science, that system, however
rigidly and consistently carried out, will seem far less
degrading; or rather it will be looked upon as most de-
sirable, unless his education has been such as to counteract
these tendencies, and give him the desire and the ability
for abstract and general thought.

Morally, the contrast between the position of the work-
man and the capitalist is even more striking. Proud as
most men are of worldly success, the degree of moral or
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mental excellence implied in the acquisition of wealth or
power, even when the means used have been strictly legi-
timate, is hardly such as to justify that pride. Looking
at intrinsic qualities rather than at visible results, it is
obvious that practical success, whether in industry or in
war, depends far more on character than on intellect or
affection. The principal condition for it is the combina-
tion of a certain amount of energy with great caution, and
a fair share of perseverance. When a man has these
qualities, mediocrity of intellect and moral deficiency will
not prevent his taking advantage of favourable chances;
chance being usually a very important element in worldly
success. Indeed it would hardly be an exaggeration to
say that poverty of thought and feeling has often some-
thing to do with forming and maintaining the disposition
requisite for the purpose. Vigorous exertion of the active
powers is more frequently induced by the personal pro-
pensities of avarice, ambition, or vanity, than by the
higher instincts. Superiority of position, when legiti*
mately obtained, deserves respect; but the philosopher,
like the religionist, and with still better grounds, refuses
to regard it as a proof of moral superiority, a conclusion
which would be wholly at variance with the true theory of
human nature.

The life of the workman, on the other hand, is far more
favourable to the development of the nobler instincts. In
practical qualities he is usually not wanting, except in
caution, a deficiency which makes his energy and perse-
verance less useful to himself, though fully available for
society. But it is in the exercise of the higher feelings
that the moral superiority of the working class is most
observable. When our habits and opinions have been
brought under the influence of systematic principles, the
true character of this class, which forms the basis of
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modern society, will become more distinct; and we shall
see that home affections are naturally stronger with them
than with the middle classes, who are too much engrossed
with personal interests for the full enjoyment of domestic
ties. Still more evident is their superiority in social feel-
ings strictly so called, for these with them are called into
daily exercise from earliest childhood. Here it is that we
find the highest and most genuine types of friendship, and
this even amongst those who are placed in a dependent
position, aggravated often by the aristocratic prejudices of
those above them, and whom we might imagine on that
account condemned to a lower moral standard. We find
sincere and simple respect for superiors, untainted by ser-
vility, not vitiated by the pride of learning, not disturbed
by the jealousies of competition. Their personal experi-
ence of the miseries of life is a constant stimulus to the
nobler sympathies. In no class is there so strong an
incentive to social feeling, at least to the feeling of Solid-
arity between contemporaries ; for all are conscious of the
support that they derive from union, support which is not
at all incompatible with strong individuality of character.
The sense of Continuity with the past has not, it is true,
been sufficiently developed; but this is a want which can
only be supplied by systematic culture. It will hardly be
disputed that there are more remarkable instances of
prompt and unostentatious, self-sacrifice at the call of a
great public necessity in this class than in any other.
Note, too, that in the utter absence of any systematic edu-
cation, all these moral excellences must be looked upon as
inherent in the class. It is impossible to attribute them
to theological influence, now that they have so entirely
shaken off the old faith. The type I have described would
be generally considered imaginary; and at present it is
only in Paris that it can be fully realized. But the fact
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of its existence in the centre of Western Europe is enough
for all rational observers. A type so fully in accordance
with what we know of human nature cannot fail ulti-
mately to spread everywhere, especially when these spon-
taneous tendencies are placed under the systematic guid-
ance of Positivism.

This the These remarks will prepare us to appreciate
feit; but they the wise and generous instincts of the Conven-
the°Peopeie to tion in looking to the Proletariate as the main-
seek political . n . . T -IJ-1* i i

supremacy, for spring of its policy; and this not merely on
notlfit. ey are account of the incidental danger of foreign in-
vasion, but in dealing with the larger question of social
regeneration, which it pursued so ardently, though in such
ignorance of its true principles. Owing, however, to the
want of a satisfactory system, and the disorder produced
by the metaphysical theories of the time, the spirit in
which this alliance with the people was framed, was in-
compatible with the real object in view. It was considered
that government ought as a rule to be in the hands of the
people. Now under the special circumstances of the time
popular government was undoubtedly very useful. The
existence of the republic depended almost entirely upon
the proletariate, the only class that stood unshaken and
true to its principles. But in the absolute spirit of the
received political theories, this state of things was regarded
as normal, a view which is incompatible with the most
important conditions of modern society. It is of course
always right for the people to assist government in carry-
ing out the law, even to the extent of physical force,
should the case require it. Interference of this subordi-
nate kind, whether in foreign or internal questions, so
far from leading to anarchy, is obviously a guarantee for
order which ought to exist in every properly constituted
society. Indeed in this respect our habits in France are



CHAP, m.] THE ACTION OF POSITIVISM ON THE PEOPLE. 1 4 1

still very defective; men are too often content to remain
mere lookers on, while the police to whom they owe their
daily protection is doing its duty. But for the people to
take a direct part in government, and to have the final
decision of political measures, is a state of things which
in modern society is only adapted to times of revolution.
To recognise it as final would lead at once to anarchy,
were it not so utterly impossible to realise.

Positivism rejects the metaphysical doctrine it is only
of the Sovereignty of the people. But it ap- case* that The-
propriates all that is really sound in the doc- reauy* ŝove-
trine, and this with reference not merely to reign"
exceptional cases but to the normal state; while at the
same time it guards against the danger involved in its
application as an absolute truth. In the hands of the
revolutionary party the doctrine is generally used to justify
the right of insurrection. Now in Positive Polity, this
right is looked upon as ail ultimate resource, with which
no society should allow itself to dispense. Absolute sub-
mission, which is too strongly inculcated by modern Ca-
tholicism, would expose us to the danger of tyranny.
Insurrection may be regarded, scientifically, as a sort of
reparative crisis, of which societies stand in more need
than individuals, in accordance with the well-known
biological law,, that the higher and the more complicated
the organism, the more frequent and also the more danger-
ous is the pathological state. Therefore, the fear that Posi-
tivism, when generally accepted, will encourage passive
obedience, is perfectly groundless ; although it is certainly
not favourable to the pure revolutionary spirit, which
would fain take the disease for the normal type of health.
Its whole character is so essentially relative, that it finds
no difficulty in accepting subordination as the rule, and yet
allowing for exceptional cases of revolt; a course by which
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good taste and human dignity are alike satisfied. Posi-
tivism looks upon insurrection as a dangerous remedy that
should be reserved for extreme cases ; but it would never
scruple to sanction and even to encourage it when it is
really indispensable. This is quite compatible with re-
fusing, as a rule, to submit the decision of political ques-
tions and the choice of rulers to judges who are obviously
incompetent; and who, under the influence of Positivism,
will of their own free will abdicate rights which are sub-
versive of order.

The truth in- The metaphysical doctrine of the Sovereignty
expression is of the people, contains, however, a truth of
that the well- J i , i 1 • I» J

being of the permanent value, though, in a very contused
be°pth/ °one form. This truth Positivism separates very
|overnment.° distinctly from its dangerous alloy, yet without
weakening, on the contrary, with the effect of enforcing,
its social import. There are two distinct conceptions in
this doctrine, which have hitherto been confounded; a
political conception applicable to certain special cases; a
moral conception applicable to all.

In the first place the name of the whole body politic
ought to be invoked in the announcement of any special
measure, of which the motives are sufficiently intelligible,
and which directly concern the practical interests of the
whole community. Under this head would be included
decisions of law courts, declarations of war, etc. When
society has reached the Positive state, and the sense of
universal solidarity is more generally diffused, there will
be even more significance and dignity in such expressions
than there is now, because the name invoked will no longer
be that of a special nation, but that of Humanity as a
whole. It would be absurd, however, to extend this prac-
tice to those still more numerous cases where the people is
incompetent to express any opinion, and has merely to
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adopt the opinion of superior officers who have obtained
its confidence. This may be owing either to the difficulty
of the question or to the fact of its application being indi-
rect or limited. Such, for instance, would be enactments,
very often of great importance, which deal with scientific
principles; or again most questions relating to special
professions or branches of industry. In all these cases
popular good sense would, under Positivist influence, easily
be kept clear from political illusions. It is only under the
stimulus of metaphysical pride that such illusions become
dangerous ; and the untaught masses have but little expe-
rience of this feeling.

There is, however, another truth implied in the expres-
sion, Sovereignty of the people. It implies that it is the
first of duties to concentrate all the efforts of society upon
the common good. And in this there is a more direct
reference to the working class than to any other; first,
on account of their immense numerical superiority, and,
secondly, because the difficulties by which their life is
surrounded require special interference to a degree which
for other classes would be unnecessary. From this point
of view it is a principle which all true republicans may
accept. It is, in fact, identical with what we have laid
down as the universal basis of morality, the direct and
permanent preponderance of social feeling over all personal
interests. Not merely, then, is it incorporated by Posi-
tivism, but, as was shown in the first chapter, it forms the
primary principle of the system, even under the intellec-
tual aspect. Since the decline of Catholicism the meta-
physical spirit has been provisionally the guardian of this
great social precept. Positivism now finally appropriates
it, and purifies it for the future from all taint of anarchy.
Revolutionists, as we should expect from their characteris-
tic dislike to the separation of the two powers, had treated
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the question politically. Positivism avoids all danger by
shifting it to the region of morality. I shall show pre-
sently that this very salutary change, so far from weaken-
ing the force of the principle, increases its permanent
value, and at the same time removes the deceptive and
subversive tendencies which are always involved in the
metaphysical mode of regarding it.

The People's What then, it will be asked, is the part as-
assfsnhespirf- signed to the Proletariate in the final consti-
modifyiiTgerthe tution of society ? The similarity of position,
vemment. g°~ which I pointed out, between themselves and
the philosophic class, suggests the answer. They will be
of the most essential service to the spiritual power in each
of its three social functions, judgment, counsel, and
even education. All the intellectual and moral qualities
that we have just indicated in this class concur in fitting
them for this service. If we except the philosophic body,
which is the recognized organ of general principles, there
is no class which is so habitually inclined to take com-
prehensive views of any subject. Their superiority in
Social Feeling is still more obvious. In this even the best
philosophers are rarely their equals; and it would be a
most beneficial corrective of their tendency to over-abstrac-
tion to come into daily contact with the noble and spon-
taneous instincts of the people. The working class, then,
is better qualified than any other for understanding, and
still more for sympathising with the highest truths of
morality, though it may not be able to give them a syste-
matic form. And, as we have seen, it is in social morality,
the most important and the highest of the three branches
of Ethics, that their superiority is most observable. Be-
sides, independently of their intrinsic merits, whether
intellectual or moral, the necessities of their daily life
serve to impress them with respect for the great rules of
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morality, which in most cases were framed for their own
protection. To secure the application of these rules in
daily life, is a function of the spiritual power in the per-
formance of which they will meet with but slight assist-*
ance from the middle classes. I t is with them that tem-
poral power naturally resides, and it is their misuse of
power that has to be controlled and set right. The work-
ing classes are the chief sufferers from the selfishness
and domineering of men of wealth and power. For
this reason they are the likeliest to come forward in
defence of public morality. And they will be all the
more disposed to give it their hearty support, if they
have nothing to do directly with political administra-
tion. Habitual participation in temporal power, to say
nothing of its unsettling influence, would lead them
away from the best remedy for their sufferings of which
the constitution of society admits. Popular sagacity will
soon detect the utter hollowness of the off-hand solutions
that are now being obtruded upon us. The people will
rapidly become convinced that the surest method of satis-
fying all legitimate claims lies in the moral agencies which
Positivism offers, though it appeals to them at the same
time to abdicate political power which either yields them
nothing or results in anarchy.

So natural is this tendency of the "people to rally round
the spiritual power in defence of morality, that we find it
to have been the case even in medieval times. Indeed
this it is which explains the sympathies which Catholicism
still retains, notwithstanding its general decline, in the
countries where Protestantism has failed to establish itself.
Superficial observers often mistake these sympathies for
evidence of sincere attachment to the old creeds, though
in point of fact they are more thoroughly undermined in
those countries than anywhere else. It is an historical

10
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error which will, however, soon be corrected by the recep-
tion which these nations, so wrongly imagined to be in
a backward stage of political development, will give to
Positivism. For they will soon see its superiority to
Catholicism in satisfying the primary necessity with which
their social instincts are so justly preoccupied.

In the Middle Ages, however, the relations between the
working classes and the priesthood were hampered by the
institution of serfage, which was not wholly abolished until
Catholicism had begun to decline. In fact a careful study
of history will show that one of the principal causes of its
decline was the want of popular support. The mediaeval
church was a noble, but premature attempt. Disbelief in
its doctrines, and also retrograde tendencies in its direc-
tors, had virtually destroyed it, before the Proletariate
had attained sufficient social importance to support it
successfully, supposing it could have deserved their sup-
port. But we are now sufficiently advanced for the per-
fect realization of the Catholic ideal in Positivism. And
the principal means of realizing it will be the formation of
an alliance between philosophers and the working classes,
for which both are alike prepared by the negative and
positive progress of the last five centuries.

Their com- The direct object of their combined action
b i n e d e f f o r t s • • n i . . in /» Tfc 1 v

result in the will be to set in motion the iorce 01 Jr ublic
n. Opinion. All views of the future condition of

society, the views of practical men as well as of philosophic
thinkers, agree in the belief that the principal feature of
the state to which we are tending, will be the increased
influence which Public Opinion is destined to exercise.

It is in this beneficial influence that we shall find the
surest guarantee for morality ; for domestic and even for
personal morality, as well as for social. For as the whole
tendency of Positivism is to induce every one to live as
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far as possible without concealment, the public will be
intrusted with a strong check upon the life of the indi-
vidual. Now that all theological illusions have become
so entirely obsolete, the need of such a check is greater
than it was before. It compensates for the insufficiency
of natural goodness which we find in most men, however
wisely their education has been conducted. Except the
noblest of joys, that which springs from social sympathy
when called into constant exercise, there is no reward for
doing right so satisfactory as the approval of our fellow-
beings. Even under theological systems it has been one
of our strongest aspirations to live esteemed in the me-
mory of others. And still more prominence will be given
to this noble form of ambition under Positivism, because
it is the only way left us of satisfying the desire which all
men feel of prolonging their life into the Future. And
the increased force of Public Opinion will correspond to the
increased necessity for it. The peculiar reality of Positive
doctrine and its constant conformity with facts facilitate
the recognition of its principles, and remove all obscurity
in their application. They are not to be evaded by sub-
terfuges like those to which metaphysical and theological
principles, from their vague and absolute character, have
been always liable. Again, the primary principle of Posi-
tivism, which is to judge every question by the standard
of social interests, is in itself a direct appeal to Public
Opinion; since the public is naturally the judge of the
good or bad effect of action upon the common welfare.
Under theological and metaphysical systems no appeal
of this sort was recognised; because the objects upheld as
the highest aims of life were purely personal.

In political questions the application of our principle is
still more obvious. For political morality Public Opinion
is almost our only guarantee. We feel its force even now
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in spite of the intellectual anarchy in which we live.
Neutralized as it is in most cases by the wide divergences
of men's convictions, yet it shows itself on the occasion of
any great public excitement. Indeed, we feel it to our
cost sometimes when the popular mind has taken a wrong
direction; government in such cases being very seldom
able to offer adequate resistance. These cases may con-
vince us how irresistible this power will prove when used
legitimately, and when it is formed by systematic accord-
ance in general principles, instead of by a precarious and
momentary coincidence of feeling. And here we see more
clearly than ever how impossible it is to effect any perma-
nent reconstruction of the institutions of society, without
a previous reorganization of opinion and of life. The
spiritual basis is necessary, not merely to determine the
character of the temporal reconstruction, but to supply the
principal motive force by which the work is to be carried
out. Intellectual and moral harmony will gradually be
restored, and under its influence the new political system
will by degrees arise. Social improvements of the highest
importance may therefore be realised long before the work
of spiritual reorganization is completed. "We find in
mediaeval history that Catholicism exercised a powerful
influence on society during its emergence from barbarism*
before its own internal constitution had advanced far.
And this will be the case to a still greater degree with
the regeneration which is now in progress.

Public opi- Having defined the sphere within which Pub-
nion involves, . ',y r ,
(i) principles lie Opinion should operate, we shall find little
of social con- -|.>Y» i • -i
duct, (2) their cliiiiculty in determining the conditions requi-
acceptance by \i r» •, »™

society at site tor its proper organization. These are,
organ through first, the establishment of fixed principles of
which to enun- . , . r

 m f- ,

date them. social action ; secondly, their adoption by tne
public, and its consent to their application in special cases;
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and, lastly, a recognised organ to lay down the principles,
and to apply them to the conduct of daily life. Obvious
as these three conditions appear, they are still so little
understood, that it will be well to explain each of them
somewhat more fully.

The first condition, that of laying down fixed principles,
is, in fact, the extension to social questions of that separa-
tion between theory and practice, which in subjects of less
importance is universally recognised. This is the aspect
in which the superiority of the new spiritual system to the
old is most perceptible. The principles of moral and poli-
tical conduct that were accepted in the Middle Ages were
little better than empirical, and owed their stability en-
tirely to the sanction of religion. In this respect, indeed,
the superiority of Catholicism to the systems which pre-
ceded it, consisted merely in the fact of separating its
precepts from the special application of them. By making
its precepts the distinct object of preliminary study, it
secured them against the bias of human passions. Yet
important as this separation was, the system was so defec-
tive intellectually, that the successful application of its
principles depended simply on the good sense of the
teachers; for the principles in themselves were as vague
and as absolute'as the creeds from which they were derived.
The influence exercised by Catholicism was due to its in-
direct action upon social feeling in the only mode then
possible. But the claims with which Positivism presents
itself are far more satisfactory. It is based on a complete
synthesis; one which embraces, not the outer world only,
but the inner world of human nature. This, while in no
way detracting from the practical value of social prin-
ciples, gives them the imposing weight of theoretical
truth; and ensures their stability and coherence, by con-
necting them with the whole series of laws on which the
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life of man and of society depend. For these laws will
corroborate even those which are not immediately deduced
from them. By connecting all our rules of action with
the fundamental conception of social duty, we render their
interpretation in each special case clear and consistent,
and we secure it against the sophisms of passion. Princi-
ples such as these, based on reason, and rendering our con-
duct independent of the impulses of the moment, are the
only means of sustaining the vigour of Social Feeling, and
at the same time of saving us from the errors to which its
unguided suggestions so often lead. Direct and constant
culture of Social Feeling in public as well as in private life
is no doubt the first condition of morality. But the
natural strength of Self-love is such that something besides
this is required to control it. The course of conduct must
be traced beforehand in all important cases by the aid of
demonstrable principles, adopted at first upon trust, and
afterwards from conviction.

There is no art whatever in which, however ardent and
sincere our desire to succeed, we can dispense with know-
ledge of the nature and conditions of the object aimed at.
Moral and political conduct is assuredly not exempt from
such an obligation, although we are more influenced in
this case by the direct promptings of feeling than in any
other of the arts of life. It has been shown only too
clearly by many striking instances how far Social Feeling
may lead us astray when it is not directed by right prin-
ciples. It was for want of fixed convictions that the noble
sympathies entertained by the French nation for the rest
of Europe at the outset of the Revolution so soon degene-
rated into forcible oppression, when her retrograde leader
began his seductive appeal to selfish passions. Inverse
cases are still more common ; and they illustrate the con-
nection of feeling and opinion as clearly as the others. A
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false social doctrine has often favoured the natural ascen-
dency of Self-love, by giving a perverted conception of
public well-being. This has been too plainly exempli-
fied in our own time by the deplorable influence which
Malthus's sophistical theory of population obtained in
England. This mischievous error met with very little
acceptance in the rest of Europe, and it has been already
refuted by the nobler thinkers of his own country ; but it
still gives the show of scientific sanction to the criminal
antipathy of the governing classes in Great Britain to all
effectual measures of reform.

Next to a system of principles, tho most important con-
dition for the exercise of Public Opinion is the existence
of a strong body of supporters sufficient to make the
weight of these principles felt. Now it was here that
Catholicism proved so weak; and therefore, even had its
doctrine been less perishable, its decline was unavoidable.
But the defect is amply supplied in the new spiritual
order, which, as I have before shown, will receive the in-
fluential support of the working classes. And the need of
such assistance is as certain as the readiness with which it
will be yielded. For though the intrinsic efficacy of
Positive teaching is far greater than that of any doctrine
which is not susceptible of demonstration, yet the con-
victions it inspires cannot be expected to dispense with
the aid of vigorous popular sujoport. Human nature is
imperfectly organized; and the influence which Reason
exercises over it is not by any means so great as this sup-
position would imply. Even Social Feeling, though its
influence is far greater than that of Reason, would not in
general be sufficient for the right guidance of practical
life, if Public Opinion were not constantly at hand to sup-
port the good inclinations of individuals. The arduous
struggle of Social Feeling against Self-love requires the
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constant assertion of true principles to remove uncertainty
as to the proper course of action in each case. But it
requires also something more. The strong reaction of All
upon Each is needed, whether to control selfishness or to
stimulate sympathy. The tendency of our poor and weak
nature to give way to the lower propensities is so great
that, but for this universal co-operation, Feeling and
Reason would be almost inadequate to their task. In the
working class we find the requisite conditions. They will,
as we have seen, form the principal source of opinion, not
merely from their numerical superiority, but also from
their intellectual and moral qualities, as well as from the
influence directly due to their social position. Thus it is
that Positivism views the great problem of human life,
and shows us for the first time that the bases of a solution
already exist in the very structure of the social organism.

working Working men, whether as individuals or,
men's clubs. w h a t is still more important, collectively, are
now at liberty to criticise all the details, and even the
general principles, of the social system under which they
live; affecting, as it necessarily does, themselves more nearly
than any other class. The remarkable eagerness lately
shown by our people to form clubs, though there was no
special motive for it, and no very marked enthusiasm, was a
proof that the checks which had previously prevented this
tendency from showing itself were quite unsuited to our
times. Nor is this tendency likely to pass away; on the
contrary, it will take deeper root and extend more widely,
because it is thoroughly in keeping with the habits, feel-
ings, and wants of working men, who form the majority
in these meetings. A consistent system of social truth
will largely increase their influence, by giving them a
more settled character and a more important aim. So far
from being in any way destructive, they form a natural
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though imperfect model of the mode of life which will
ultimately be adopted in the regenerate condition of Hu-
manity. In these unions social sympathies are kept in
constant action by a stimulus of a most beneficial kind.
They offer the speediest and most effectual means of elabo-
rating Public Opinion: this at least is the case when there
has been a fair measure of individual training. No one at
present has any idea of the extent of the advantages which
will one day spring from these spontaneous meetings,
when there is an adequate system of general principles to
direct them. Spiritual reorganization will find them its
principal basis of support, for they secure its acceptance
by the people ; and this will have the greater weight,
because it will be always given without compulsion or
violence. The objection that meetings of this kind may
lead to dangerous political agitation, rests upon a misinter-
pretation of the events of the Revolution. So far from
their stimulating a desire for what are called political
rights, or encouraging their exercise in those who possess
them, their tendency is quite in the opposite direction.
They will soon divert working men entirely from all use-
less attempts to interfere with existing political institu-
tions, and bring them to their true social function, that
of assisting and carrying out the operations of the new
spiritual power. It is a noble prospect which is thus held
out to them by Positivism, a prospect far more inviting
than any of the metaphysical illusions of the day. The
real intention of the Club is to form a provisional substi-
tute for the Church oft old times, or rather to prepare the
way for the religious building of the new form of worship,
the worship of Humanity; which, as I shall explain in a
subsequent chapter, will be gradually introduced under the
regenerating influence of Positive doctrine. Under our pre-
sent republican government all progressive tendencies are
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allowed free scope, and therefore it will not be long before
our people accept this new vent for social sympathies, which
in former times could find expression only in Catholicism.

In this theory of Public Opinion one condition yet re-
mains to be described. A philosophic organ is necessary
to interpret the doctrine; the influence of which would
otherwise in most cases be very inadequate. This third
condition has been much disputed; but it is certainly even
more indispensable than the second. And in fact it has
never been really wanting, for every doctrine must have
had some founder, and usually has a permanent body of
teachers. It would be difficult to conceive that a system
of moral and political principles should be possessed of
great social influence, and yet at the same time that the
men who originate or inculcate the system should exercise
no spiritual authoritjr. It is true that this inconsistency
did for a time exist under the negative and destructive
influence of Protestantism and Deism, because men's
thoughts were for the time entirely taken up with the
struggle to escape from the retrograde tendencies of
Catholicism. During this long period of insurrection,
each individual became a sort of priest; each, that is,
followed his own interpretation of a doctrine which needed
no special teachers, because its function was not to con-
struct but to criticise. All the constitutions that have
been recently established on metaphysical principles give
a direct sanction to this state of things, in the preambles
with which they commence. They apparently regard each
citizen as competent to form a sound opinion on all social
questions, thus exempting him from the necessity of ap-
plying to any special interpreters. This extension to the
normal state of things of a phase of mind only suited to
the period of revolutionary transition, is an error which
I have already sufficiently refuted.
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In the minor arts of life, it is obvious that general
principles cannot be laid down without some theoretical
study; and that the application of these rules to special
cases is not to be entirely left to the untaught instinct of
the artisan. And can it be otherwise with the art of Social
Life, so far harder and more important than any other, and
in which, from its principles being less simple and less
precise, a special explanation of them in each case is even
more necessary ? However perfect the demonstration of
social principles may become, it must not be supposed that
knowledge of Positive doctrine, even when it has been
taught in the most efficient way, will dispense with the
necessity of frequently appealing to the philosopher for
advice in questions of practical life, whether private or
public. And this necessity of an interpreter to intervene
occasionally between the principle and its application, is
even more evident from the moral than it is from the
intellectual aspect. Certain as it is that no one will be so
well acquainted with the true character of the doctrine
as the philosopher who teaches it, it is even more certain
that none is so likely as himself to possess the moral
qualifications of purity, of exalted aims, and of freedom
from party spirit, without which his counsels could have
but little weight in reforming individual or social conduct.
It is principally through his agency that we may hope in
most cases to bring about that reaction of All upon Each,
which, as we have seen, is of such indispensable impor-
tance to practical morality. Philosophers are not indeed
the principal source of Public Opinion, as intellectual
pride so often leads them to believe. Public Opinion pro-
ceeds essentially from the free voice and spontaneous co-
operation of the people. But in order that the full weight
of their unanimous judgment may be felt, it must be
announced by some recognised organ. There are, no
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doubt, rare cases where the direct expression of popular
feeling is enough, but these are quite exceptional. Thus
working men and philosophers are mutually necessary,
not merely in the creation of Public Opinion, but also in
most cases in the manifestation of it. Without the first,
the doctrine, however well established, would not have
sufficient force. Without the second, it would usually be
too incoherent to overcome those obstacles in the consti-
tution of man and of society, which make it so difficult to
bring practical life under the influence of fixed principles.

In fact, this necessity for some systematic organ to
direct and give effect to Public Opinion, has always been
felt, even amidst the spiritual anarchy which at present
surrounds us, on every occasion in which such opinion has
played any important part. For its effect on these occa-
sions would have been null and void but for some indi-
vidual to take the initiative and personal responsibility.
This is frequently verified in private life by cases in which
we see the opposite state of things; we see principles
which no one would think of contesting, practically in-
adequate, for want of some recognized authority to apply
them. It is a serious deficiency, which is, however, com-
pensated, though imperfectly, by the greater facility of
arriving at the truth in such cases, and by the greater
strength of the sympathies which they call forth. But in
public life, with its more difficult conditions and more
important claims, such entire absence of systematic inter-
vention could never be tolerated. In all public transac-
tions even now we may perceive the participation of a
spiritual authority of one kind or other; the organs of
which, though constantly varying, are in most cases meta-
physicians or literary men writing for the press. Thus
even in the present anarchy of feelings and convictions,
Public Opinion cannot dispense with guides and interpre-
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ters. Only it has to be content with men who at the best
can only offer the guarantee of personal responsibility,
without any reliable security either for the stability of
their convictions or the purity of their feelings. But now
that the problem of organizing Public Opinion has once
been proposed by Positivism, it cannot remain long with-
out a solution. It plainly reduces itself to the principle
of separating the two social powers ; just as we have seen
that the necessity of an established doctrine rested on the
analogous principle of separating theory from practice.
It is clear, on the one hand, that sound interpretation of
moral and political rules, as in the case of any other art,
can only be furnished by philosophers engaged in the
study of the natural laws on which they rest. On the
other hand these philosophers, in order to preserve that
breadth and generality of view which is their principal
intellectual characteristic, must abstain scrupulously from
all regular participation in practical affairs, and especially
from political life: on the ground that its specialising
influence would soon impair their speculative capacity.
And such a course is equally necessary on moral grounds.
It helps to preserve purity of feeling and impartiality of
character ; qualities essential to their influence upon public
as well as upon private life.

Such, in outline, is the Positive theory of Public Opinion.
In each of its three constituent elements, the Doctrine, the
Power, and the Organ, it is intimately connected with the
whole question of spiritual reorganization; or rather, it
forms the simplest mode of viewing that great subject.
All the essential parts of it are closely related to each
other, Positive principles, on the one hand, cannot count
on much material support, except from the working classes;
these in their turn will for the future regard Positivism as
the only doctrine with which they can sympathise. So,
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again, with the philosophic organs of opinion; without the
People, their necessary independence cannot be established
or sustained. To our literary classes the separation of the
two powers is instinctively repugnant, because it would
lay down systematic limits to the unwise ambition which
we now see in them. And it will be disliked as strongly
by the rich classes, who will look with fear upon a new
moral authority destined to impose an irresistible check
upon their selfishness. At present it will be generally
understood and welcomed only by the proletary class, who
have more aptitude for general views and for social sym-
pathy. In France especially they are less under the delu-
sion of metaphysical sophisms and of aristocratic prestige
than any other class ; and the Positivist view of this pri-
mary condition of social regeneration will find a ready
entrance into their minds and hearts.

AH three ^ur theory of Public Opinion shows us at
plnion o n c e how far we have already gone in organiz-

y been ^nS ^ i s great regulator of modern society; how
combined. far w e g^ft fgJJ g ^ ^ o f ^ ^ J s w a n t e d . The
Doctrine has at last arisen : there is no doubt of the exist-
ence of the Power; and even the Organ is not wanting.
But they do not as yet stand in their right relation, to each
other. The effective impulse towards social regeneration
depends, then, on one ultimate condition; the formation of
a firm alliance between philosophers and proletaries.

Of this powerful coalition I have already spoken. I
have now to explain the advantages which it offers to the
people in the way of obtaining sufficient recognition of all
legitimate claims.

Of these advantages, the principal, and that by which
the rest will speedily be developed and secured, is the
important social function which is hereby conferred upon
them. They become auxiliaries of the new spiritual power;
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auxiliaries indispensable to its action. This vast proletary
class, which ever since its rise in the Middle Ages has
been shut out from the political system, will now assume
the position for which by nature it is best adapted, and
which is most conducive to the general well-being of
society. Its members, independently of their special voca-
tion, will at last take a regular and most important part in
public life, a part which will compensate for the hardships
inseparable from their social position. Their combined
action, far from disturbing the established order of things,
will be its most solid guarantee, from the fact of being
moral, not political. And here we see definitely the alter-
ation which Positivism introduces in the revolutionary
conception of the action of the working classes upon society.
For stormy discussions about rights, it substitutes peace-
able definition of duties. It supersedes useless disputes
for the possession of power, by inquiring into the rules
that should regulate its wise employment,

A superficial observer of the present state of spontaneous
things might imagine our working classes to be the peopfe Si
us yet very far from this frame of mind. But tionf * Their
he who looks deeper into the question will see ommunisin-
that the very experiment which they are now trying, of
•extending their political rights, will soon have the effect
of showing them the hollowness of a remedy which has so
slight a bearing upon the objects really important to them.
Without making any formal abdication of rights, which
might seem inconsistent with their social dignity, there is
little doubt that their instinctive sagacity will lead them
to the still more efficacious plan of indifference. Posi-
tivism will readily convince them that whereas spiritual
power, in order to do its work, must ramify in every direc-
tion, it is essential to public order that political power
should be as a rule concentrated. And this conviction
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will grow upon them, as they see more clearly that th?
primary social problems which are very properly absorb-?
ing their attention are essentially moral rather than
political.

One step in this direction they have already taken of
their own accord, though its importance has not been duly
appreciated. The well-known scheme of Communism*
which has found such rapid acceptance with them, serves,
in the absence of sounder doctrine, to express the way in
which they are now looking at the great social problem.
The experience of the first part of the Revolution has
not yet wholly disabused them of political illusions,
but it has at least brought them to feel that Pro-
perty is of more importance than Power in the ordinary
sense of the word. So far Communism has given a wider
meaning to the great social problem, and has thereby
rendered an essential service, which is not neutralised by
the temporary dangers involved in the metaphysical forms
in which it comes before us. Communism should there-
fore be carefully distinguished from the numerous extra-
vagant schemes brought forward in this time of spiritual
anarchy; a time which stimulates incompetent and ill-
trained minds to the most difficult subjects of thought.
The foolish schemes referred to have so few definite
features, that we have to distinguish them by the names
of their authors. But Communism bears the name of no
single author, and is something more than an accidental
product of anomalous circumstances. We should look
upon it as the natural progress in the right direction of
the revolutionary spirit; progress of a moral rather than
intellectual kind. It is a proof that revolutionary ten-
dencies are now concentrating themselves upon moral
questions, leaving all purely political questions in the
back-ground* It is quite true that the solution of the
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problem which Communists are now putting forward, is
still as essentially political as that of their predecessors ;
since the only mode by which they propose to regulate the
employment of property, is by a change in the mode of
its tenure. Still it is owing to them that the question of
property is at last brought forward for discussion : and
it is a question which so evidently needs a moral solution,
the solution of it by political means is at once so inade-
quate and so destructive, that it cannot long continue to
be debated, without leading to the more satisfactory result
offered by Positivism. Men will see that it forms a part
of the final regeneration of opinion and of life, which
Positivism is now inaugurating.

To do justice to Communism, we must look at the
generous sympathies by which it is inspired, not at the
shallow theories in which those sympathies find expres-
sion provisionally, until circumstances enable them to take
some other shape. Our working classes, caring but very
little for metaphysical principles, do not attach nearly the
same importance to these theories, as is done by men of
literary education. As soon as they see a better way of
bringing forward the points on which they have such legi-
timate claims, they will very soon adopt the clear and
practical conceptions of Positivism, which can be carried
out peaceably and permanently, in preference to these
vague and confused chimeras, which, as they will instinc-
tively feel, lead only to anarchy. Till then they will
naturally abide by Communism, as the only method of
bringing forward the most fundamental of social problems
in a way which there shall be no evading. The very alarm
which their present solution of the problem arouses helps
to stir public attention, and fix it on this great subject.
But for this constant appeal to their fears, the metaphy-
sical delusions and aristocratic self-seeking of the govern-

l l



1 6 2 A GENERAL VIEW OF POSITIVISM. [CHAP.III.

ing classes would shelve the question altogether, or pass it
by with indifference. The errors of Communism must be
rectified; but there is no necessity for giving up the name,
which is a simple assertion of the paramount importance
of Social Feeling. However, now that we have happily
passed from monarchy to republicanism, the name of
Communist is no longer indispensable; the word Repub-
lican expresses the meaning as well, and without the same
danger. Positivism, then, has nothing to fear from Com-
munism ; on the contrary, it will probably be accepted by
most Communists among the working classes, especially in
France, where abstractions have but little influence on
minds thoroughly emancipated from theology. The people
will gradually find that the solution of the great social
problem which Positivism offers is better than the Com-
munistic solution.

its new title -^ tendency in this direction has already
of socialism, g^o r̂n itself since the first edition of this work
was published. The working classes have now adopted a
new expression, Socialism, thus indicating that they accept
the problem of the Communists while rejecting their solu-
tion. Indeed that solution would seem to be finally dis-
posed of by the voluntary exile of their leader. Yet, if
the Socialists at present keep clear of Communism, it is
only because their position is one of criticism or inaction.
If they were to succeed to power, with principles so far
below the level of their sympathies, they would inevitably
fall into the same errors and extravagances which they
now instinctively feel to be wrong. Consequently the
rapid spread of Socialism very naturally alarms the upper
classes ; and their resistance, blind though it be, is at pre-
sent the only legal guarantee for material order. In fact,
the problem brought forward by the Communists admits
of no solution but their own, so long as the revolution-
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ary confusion of temporal and spiritual power continues.
Therefore the universal blame that is lavished on these
Utopian schemes cannot fail to inspire respect for Posi-
tivism, as the only doctrine which can preserve Western
Europe from some serious attempt to bring Communism
into practical operation. Positivists stand forward now as
the party of construction, with a definite basis for political
action; namely, systematic prosecution of the wise attempt
of mediaeval statesmen to separate the two social powers.
On this basis they are enabled to satisfy the Poor, and at
the same time to restore the confidence of the Rich. It is
a final solution of our difficulties which will make the
titles of which we have been speaking unnecessary.
Stripping the old word Republican of any false meaning
at present attached to it, we may retain it as the best
expression of the social sympathies on which the regene-
ration of society depends. For the opinions, manners, and
even institutions of future society, Positivist is the only
word suitable.

The peculiar reality of Positivism, and its in- Property is
variable tendency to concentrate our intellec- social" naa™i
, , . , . ., needs control.

tual powers upon social questions, are attributes,
both of which involve its adoption of the essential prin-
ciple of Communism; that principle being, that Property
is in its nature social, and that it needs control.

Property has been erroneously represented by most
modern jurists as conferring an absolute right upon the
possessor, irrespectively of the good or bad use made of it.
This view is instinctively felt by the working classes to be
unsound, and all true philosophers will agree with them.
It is an anti-social theory, due historically to exaggerated
reaction against previous legislation of a peculiarly oppres-
sive kind, but it has no real foundation either in justice or
in fact. Property can neither be created, nor even trans-
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mitted by the sole agency of its possessor. The co-opera-
tion of the public is always necessary, whether in the
assertion of the general principle or in the application of
it to each special case. Therefore the tenure of property
is not to be regarded as a purely individual right. In
every age and in every country the state has intervened,
to a greater or less degree, making property subservient to
social requirements. Taxation evidently gives the public
an interest in the private fortune of each individual; an
interest which, instead of diminishing with the progress
of civilization, has been always on the increase, especially
in modern times, now that the connection of each member
of society with the whole is becoming more apparent.
The practice of confiscation, which also is in universal use,
shows that in certain extreme cases the community con-
siders itself authorised to assume entire possession of pri-
vate property. Confiscation has, it is true, been abolished
for a time in France. But this isolated exception is
due only to the abuses which recently accompanied the
exercise of what was in itself an undoubted right; and it
will hardly survive when the causes which led to it are
forgotten, and the power which introduced it has passed
away. In their abstract views of property, then, Com-
munists are perfectly able to maintain their ground against
the jurists.

They are right, again, in dissenting as deeply as they
do from the Economists, who lay it down as an absolute
principle that the application of wealth should be entirely
unrestricted by society. This error, like the one just
spoken of, is attributable to instances of unjustifiable in-
terference. But it is utterly opposed to all sound philoso-
phical teaching, although it has a certain appearance of
truth, in so far as it recognises the subordination of social
phenomena to natural laws. But the Economists seem to
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have adopted this important principle only to show how
incapable they are of comprehending it. Before they
applied the conception of Law to the higher phenomena
of nature, they ought to have made themselves well ac-
quainted with its meaning, as applied to the lower and
more simple phenomena. Not having done so, they have
been utterly blind to the fact that the Order of nature
becomes more and more modifiable as it grows more com-
plicated. This conception lies at the very root of our
whole practical life; therefore nothing can excuse the
metaphysical school of Economists for systematically re-
sisting the intervention of human wisdom in the various
departments of social action. That the movement of
society is subject to natural laws is certain; but this
truth, instead of inducing us to abandon all efforts to
modify society, should rather lead to a wiser application
of such efforts, since they are at once more efficacious,
and more necessary in social phenomena than in any
other.

So far, therefore, the fundamental principle of Com-
munism is one which the Positivist school must obviously
adopt. Positivism not only confirms this principle, but
widens its scope, by showing its application to other de-
partments of human life; by insisting that, not wealth
only, but that all our powers shall be devoted in the true
republican spirit to the continuous service of the com-
munity. The long period of revolution which has elapsed
since the Middle Ages has encouraged individualism in
the moral world, as in the intellectual it has fostered the
specialising tendency. But both are equally inconsistent
with the final order of modern society. In all healthy
conditions of Humanity, the citizen, whatever his position,
has been regarded as a public functionary, whose duties
and claims were determined more or less distinctly by his




